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DESIGN STATEMENT

“Throughout my undergraduate career I have pushed myself to the limits on each project with design technology and integration. I believe that 
by implementing and integrating design technology, into my design process, that it can open up tools that can effectively and clearly illustrate my 
design intent. From my second year of undergraduate studies through to my senior year I have learned, through my studios, to not let the software 
guide my process, but to be in control of the software. I’ve learned to complement my hand sketches with design technology, but to not let the 
software guide the design. I learned that by bridging the design in a sketchbook to an effective communication of the design, through the tools, that 
I could truly illustrate and analyze my design in a manner that was understandable to my peers and professors. Throughout all of my undergraduate 
studios, I challenged myself to learn beyond the course objectives, and to evolve my software knowledge, to align to my design process, by 
integrating this technology in a productive and legible way. By aligning these processes I am able to more clearly illustrate my design intent, and to 
stay on top of industry technology that can be leveraged in a professional work environment. I would like to further this understanding in graduate 
studies at Montana State University because during my undergraduate studies I began to understand this and make it work for me, but through 
graduate coursework I know I can master. I would like the opportunity to leverage all of this knowledge gained in my undergraduate coursework, 
to further my understanding on how to effectively integrate these processes, to create my own design process that is unique to myself, and to be 

beneficial to the future of architecture.”  Brian D. Nickel
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EDUCATION
08/2012-12/2015      Montana State University | School of Architecture

   B.A. in Environmental Design 
   Graduated with Honors 
   3.54 GPA

09/2008-12/2011      Norco Community College 
			      A.S. in Architecture

EXPERIENCE
10/2014-Present    Harvey’s Plumbing and Heating
			   Mechanical Designer 

HVAC, Plumbing, and Fabrication system coordination. HVAC and 
Plumbing system design. Heat loss calculations for ACCA Manual J 
Standards. High-end residential construction coordination. Launched 
20 ipads for office to field coordination. A360 Cloud Collaboration.
http://harveysph.com/About/Roster

07/2015-Present    The Revit Saver!
A blog dedicated for posting challenging solutions and ideas for pro-
moting the future evolution of the AEC community! Coordination and 
collaboration with the AEC community. 
therevitsaver.blogspot.com 

05/2014-10/2014  Intern Architect - David C. Fowler Architecture
Conceptual, Schematic, Design Development. Detail drawings under 
the supervision of David C. Fowler. High end residential construction 
drawings for homes in Atlanta, Georgia. Revit design drafting and 
coordination.

2006-2007      	 Alcala Architecture
Conceptual, Schematic, Design Development. Revit drafting high end 
residential custom homes in Southern California. Supervised under 
the direction of Gilbert Mark Alcala.

2006      		  Stuart Architecture
Conceptual, Schematic, Design Development. Detail drawings under 
the supervision of Ernest Stuart. AutoCAD training and shortcuts su-
pervised by Kimberly Stuart. High end residential construction on the 
coast of Laguna Beach, California.
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AWARDS + RECOGNITION

01/2015     		  Rendering Pro of the Week - Autodesk 360 Rendering January Publication
http://autodesk360rendering.typepad.com/blog/2015/01/rendering-pro-of-the-week-brian-nickel.html

09/2015		  AIAS Cat Card Scholarship
$500.00 Printing Credit

09/2015     		  Autodesk User Group International Magazine Publication
September 2015 Article Pages 30-33
http://issuu.com/augi/docs/aw201509hr

10/2015     		  Shirlee White Memorial Scholarship
$1,000.00 Scholarship

11/2015		  DynamoBIM.com Process Evolution Article Recognition
			   http://dynamobim.com/  Front Page Image that references AUGI Publication

PROFESSIONAL SKILLS
CAD (Revit, AutoCAD, Rhino, Inventor, SysQue, Wrightsoft, HVAC Solutions)
Visualization (Rhino, SketchUp, 3DS Max, Lumion, ReCap, Memento)
Visual Programming (Dynamo, Grasshopper)
Adobe (InDesign, Photoshop, Illustrator, Acrobat)
Microsoft Office (Word, Excel, PowerPoint, Access, Outlook)
Google (Docs, Sheets, Forms, and Blogger)
Fabrication (CAMDuct, ESTMep, CADmep)
Geographic Information Systems (ArcMap, ArcGIS) 
BIM Content Management (Unifi, A360 Collaboration, A360 Team, A360)
Presentation (Prezi)

REFERENCES
Academic       Ralph Johnson - Second Year Professor
Academic        Jack Smith - Third Year Professor
Academic       Bradford Watson - Third Year Professor
Professional  Bob Harvey - Owner - Master Plumber

ONLINE PORTFOLIO: 
http://archinect.com/people/cover/24408156/brian-nickel	
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8-9 MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY VISTOR’S CENTER
MSU SOA Second Year Studio • Spring 2014

Professor Ralph Johnson

10-11 BUTTE INFILL
MSU SOA Second Year Studio • Spring 2014

Professor Ralph Johnson

12-15 SEATTLE HYDROLOGY INSTITUTE
MSU SOA Third Year Studio • Fall 2014

Professor Bradford Watson

16-17 BOZEMAN BIRD WATCHING OBSERVATORY
MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt. 2 • Spring 2015

Professor Jack Smith

18-19 THE COMMUNITY CAFE + WARMING CENTER
MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2. • Spring 2015

Professor Jack Smith



20-23 PARASITIC ARCHITECTURE: EVIL KNIEVEL MUSEUM
MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2. • Spring 2015
Professor Jack Smith

24-25 DAWSON COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENT CENTER
MSU SOA Fourth Year Summer Studio • Summer 2015
Professor Tom McNab

26-35 OPERATION HYBRID: DOWNTOWN BOZEMAN
MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015
Professor Christoper Livingston

36 MODEL COMPILATION
MSU SOA • Studio Models
Brian D. Nickel

37 THE REVIT SAVER!
PERSONAL BLOG • EST. JULY 2015
The Revit Saver Blog Promoting Ideas in the A.E.C. Community
 



MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY VISITOR’S CENTER
MSU SOA Second Year Studio • Spring 2014 • Ralph Johnson8.

The Montana State University Visitor’s Center is intended to be a place for future 
students visiting the campus. The visitor’s center is located on the existing soccer 
fields south of campus near the Strand Union Building. The building is intended 
to be a starting point for future students to be comfortable transitioning into the 
college life. The buildings form is meant to be designed to give back to the earth 
in a way that water can be recycled and fed to the new apple orchards. The site 
recycles the water back to the center corridor. This water is then used to be stored 
in underground cisterns that can irrigate the trees. This space is intended to be 
tranquil and pleasant for students to study in the summer time, and for students 
to pass through on their way to classes. The building is intended to ease the initial 
overwhelming nature that a new college student may feel through its natural form, 
accessibility and site characteristics. 



9.MSU SOA Second Year Studio • Spring 2014 • Ralph Johnson



10.

BUTTE INFILL
MSU SOA Second Year Studio • Spring 2014 • Ralph Johnson

The Butte Infill project is located in Butte, Montana for Louise Nevelson. Louise was a collector of trash, 
who turned this into forms of art. Louise was raised in New York. The program consisted of a museum 
and multi family units above. I responded to this design by utilizing as much of the infill space on the 
main and second floor as possible. Some obstacles were lighting and arranging these types of spaces in 
a very narrow corridor. I created light wells on the side walls that allowed for maximum light down to 
the ground level. This natural light allowed for the occubiable space to be well lit even though it was 
nestled between two adjacent buildings. I was able to fulfill the clients needs by accomodating a space 
that allowed for her to display her art made of trash, leasible office space, and a residence for Louise 
Nevelson.



11.MSU SOA Second Year Studio • Spring 2014 • Ralph Johnson



Throughout my analysis of the site, in the field, through diagrams, and 
precedent research, I feel compelled to follow an approach and view of the site 
as a connection to the waterfront, as well as the city, that is ultimately following 
the hydrologic process. Basically the site is a component of an overall system 
that does not exist without leveraging the existing. After looking at the flows 
of the hydrologic cycle it is simple to view that water precipitates, integrates, 
condenses and evaporates and by taking these approaches of the hydrologic 
cycle and overlaying these principles to the idea that the site is the integral 
part in the system one can see how the site can function systemically as the 
intermediate space between the city’s downtown and the waterfront. With 
this being said the downtown core precipitates its occupants down through 
the site integrating them into and condensing them into the waterfront where 
they can experience the waterfront and then evaporate back to the city. This 
evaporation back to the city is still influenced to continue the hydrologic 
cycle because the experience throughout the whole system leads back to 
stimulating the occupants to precipitate back down through the site and into 
the waterfront. This stimulation by “experience” described is influenced by 
the visual, physical, and  mental experiences. These experiences exist and 
are to each their own independently dependent on the passerby. This unique 
experience leads to a want for more and is what ultimately drives the whole 
system.

12.

SEATTLE HYDROLOGY INSTITUTE
MSU SOA Third Year Studio • Fall 2014 • Bradford Watson



13.MSU SOA Third Year Studio • Fall 2014 • Bradford Watson



MSU SOA Third Year Studio • Fall 2014 • Bradford Watson14.



15.MSU SOA Third Year Studio • Fall 2014 • Bradford Watson



16.

 BOZEMAN BIRD WATCHING FACILITY
MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith

The Bozeman Bird Watching Facility is located in Bozeman, Montana near the Cherry River Fishing 
Access site. The building plays a crucial role in preserving the habitat for birds and maintaing 
a peaceful environment for individuals to learn about birds and to bird watch. The main goal 
and aspiration for this project was influenced by the motion of a birds wing which leads to a 
moire pattern. I referenced this moire pattern to a pattern that existed on the site based on site 
migration. This site influenced the design and placement of the building. The materials intended 
for construction are wood siding and concrete. The building is intended to be with the nature. In 
order for it to be in nature I intended it to fully integrate with the site. Allowing the building flow 
of people to exit and continue through the existing site locations. 



17.MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith



18.

THE COMMUNITY CAFE + WARMING CENTER
MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith

The Community Cafe + Warming Center is located down seventh street in Bozeman, Montana. This project was 
focused on providing a solution to the existing community cafe that could enhance the building by providing 
spaces that were more usable by staff and comfortable to the customers of the cafe. I focused on privacy 
issues and lighting for enhancing these spaces, and by providing an outdoor warming center that could be 
operable during the hours the cafe was cold. This allowed me to enhance the cafe experience by providing a 
community space that was operable past hours and for the homeless. 



19.MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith



20.

PARASITIC ARCHITECTURE: EVIL KNIEVEL MUSEUM
MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith

The Evil Knievel Museum is located suspended above and attached to the downtown core of 
Bozeman, Montana. This project was focused around my client, Evil Knievel, a Butte, Montana 
native and daredevil stuntman. Our task was to design a building that was parasitic in nature, 
so I began by focusing on concepts around Evil Knievel’s broken bones. I studied precedence 
amongst Constant Nieuwenhuys, Lebbeus Woods, and Coop Himmelblau. Through these 
performance based, utilitarian society based ideals, I was able to develop an idea that Evil 
Knievel wanted to extend a branch of his Butte, Museum to Bozeman, Montana, but also a 
place where he could perform and suspend himself above the town of Bozeman, Montana. 
This attaches to a penthouse that is renovated into one of the existing apartment complexes 
and branches out over to the pub across the street. This performance based structure is 
intended to reflect broken bones. The broken bone structure is to be a way of suspending 
oneselve above main street allowing the occupant to view space in a daredevil way. 



21.MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith



22. MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith



23.MSU SOA Third Year Studio Pt 2 • Spring 2015 • Jack Smith



24.

DAWSON COMMUNITY COLLEGE DINING HALL RENOVATION
MSU Community Design Center • Summer 2015 • Tom McNab



25.MSU Community Design Center • Summer 2015 • Tom McNab



26.

OPERATION HYBRID: DOWNTOWN BOZEMAN
MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston



27.MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston

The Bozeman Hybrid building is located in downtown Bozeman, Montana. This building is fundamentally evolved from ideals laid out by manifestos 
written by Constant Neiuwenhuys’s “New Babylon” and Michel Foucalt’s “Of Other Spaces”. The ideas of a utopian society that exists in the space 
between this allows for the occupants of society to take advantage of all space that remains. Taking a program structure that is thought to be broken 
and piecing it together in a way that works symbiotically. The challenges of this project evolved around the program and “big” nature of the building. 
This building consists of an animal shelter, multi family housing, a central data core, an art museum, party headquarters (bar and restaurant), and a 
ski hill/hiking hill. 



28.

 
MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston



29.MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston
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MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston



31.MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston



32.

 
MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston32.

 
MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston



33.MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston
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MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston



35.MSU SOA Fourth Year Studio • Fall 2015• Christopher Livingston



36.

 
MSU SOA • MODELS



Thank you for viewing my portfolio, please feel free 
to click any of the links below to contact me, or to 

view my blog:

Brian D. Nickel
brian.nickel1@msu.montana.edu

bd5cents@gmail.com
406-595-1669

therevitsaver.blogspot.com
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