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0 1 |  T h e  N o d e

	   I n t e r m o d a l  Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n  Te r m i n a l

The Node aims to provide efficiency and access to 
transportation networks that would serve as a focal 
point to pedestrian and vehicular circulation within the 
area. This would grant easy access to modes of trans-
portation that circulate to multiple destinations in and 
out of the metro. Along with access to transportation, 
it would also grant people shared spaces to generate 
community development by amplifying the existing 
cultural context in the site.

In September of 2021, The Node claimed the top prize 
as the grand winning entry in the Worldbex Projeto Ide-
as & Design Competition 2021 titled, “Intermodal Trans-
portations: Revolutionizing Metro Manila’s Commuting 
Facilities”. 

The competition was conducted by Worldbex Services 
International. It was a nationwide architectural and de-
sign competition which focused on the metro’s current 
design problems.
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The project site is the Intermodal Transportation Ter-
minal in Ermita, Manila. The design embodies a de-
constructivist approach in planning and designing the 
structure with its sub-spaces found in the interior. The 
limited use of walls and barriers allows the occupants 
of the terminal to experience areas of each level pro-
foundly— hence, an open- type plan.

The project highlights the essence of what a node is 
and contains programs such as multiple terminals for 
buses, jeepneys, UV expresses, LRTs and ferries. It also 
includes a carpark and a cultural hall.  

Worldbex is known to stand for the Philippines’ build-
ing and construction exposition. As it gathers the finest 
local and international companies that cater to a wide 
variety of construction and design needs. 
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0 2 |  C o n s i d e r  t h e  R i v e r

	   A n  E x p l o r a t i v e  D e s i g n  o f  O p e n  S p a c e s  f o r  P a s i g 

	   R i v e r  t h r o u g h  t h e  P r e d i c t i v e  C o d i n g  T h e o r y  i n 

	   A d d r e s s i n g  H i g h  P o p u l a t i o n  D e n s i t y

This results to lack of public open and green spaces. 
In numbers, a total of only 0.03% of the 600 sq. km. 
region are areas of green space which is significantly 
below world standards. The lack of open spaces has 
become consequential to its inhabitants as changing 
demographics increase the need for these spaces to 
support daily human activities. 

Metro Manila has a population density of 21,765 persons 
per square kilometer which is 60x the national popula-
tion density. High population density includes land area 
as a major factor. The relation of elevated population 
density and land area is the demand for urban develop-
ments which take up former open spaces.  
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The exploration of open spaces for Pasig River has tak-
en a conceptual form based on the research that has 
been conducted. Together with key theories which re-
volved around the main driver, the predictive coding 
theory, an architectural translation encapsulated the 
entirety of the study. The design was achieved by ex-
ploring how humans and open spaces correlate with 
each other when water was added as a variable. Metro 
Manila’s main river is the Pasig River. By proposing the 
region’s river, the design was anchored on land + water 
developments and technologies. 
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Compared to the rigidness of the buildings one is accus-
tomed to seeing, the form evident in the design gives a sense 
of movement and flow in its manner. The goal of the design 
is to deviate from existing forms and somehow blend nat-
ural forms with architecture, thus, creating an intervention 
that connects landscapes. To persist on with the reoccurring 
theme of fluidity, the connection of the ferry line with the 
Philippine National Railway is key to the programs that have 
been thoroughly designed for them.

“Flyover Maneuver” is designed for the people of Sta. Mesa 
and Pandacan. It serves as a linkage for both sectors—to be 
able to present the continuity and connectivity that these 
should bear. To maneuver is to redirect, guide or even ma-
nipulate, and the design intervention aims to do just as such. 
The people are in great need of more walkable spaces and 
a breathable environment; they necessitate a less saturated 
cityscape and an outdoor living space that could serve as 
extensions of their dense homes. Motorists are also consid-
ered, as the colors would stimulate appreciation and value to 
the highway, which would

0 3 |  F l y o v e r  M a n e u v e r

	   R e c r e a t i o n a l  L a n d s c a p e  &  Te r m i n a l
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In June of 2020, during the Archinext: HCG Young Designers’ 
Competition, the Flyover Maneuver ranked top 10 among 187 
contestants. The competition was titled “UGNAYAN: A Com-
munity Multiplex Interactive Space”.  

Archinext: HCG Young Designers’  Competition (AYDC) chal-
lenges the ingenuity and proficiency of young students to 
design sound yet sustainable architectural masterpieces. It 
is a platform that tests and showcases creativity.
 
AYDC, is in partnership with the United Architects of the Phil-
ippines (UAP) and the Council of Deans and Heads of Archi-
tecture Schools in the Philippines (CODHASP).
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0 4 |  W i n d b r e a k e r  H o t e l

	   L u x u r y  H o t e l  w i t h  C o m m e r c i a l  S p a c e s

The Windbreaker Hotel contains a variety of spaces. The 
ground level provides generous opportunities for commercial 
and retail establishments. A multi-level carpark is found right 
above the commercial establishments and it is designed to 
have high efficiency. The podium level is a mix of function 
rooms and greenery. A 50-meter swimming pool is located 
right in the middle of the two towers for equal access. The 
design of the hotel is equipped with multiple geometric ele-
ments that contributes to its overall aesthetics.

The sharpness and imposing character of these elements 
all led to its label, Windbreaker. The ground floor level  may 
be accessed by  non-customers of the hotel which caused 
the need for readily available outdoor parking spaces. This 
also helps ease the movement of traffic as it  can be used 
by vehicles on standby to avoid clogging the driveways. The 
ground floor plan indicates drop-off areas on both the north 
and south sides of the hotel as the commercialized ground 
floor has entry points in both .
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0 5 |  I n - S t o r e  D e s i g n

	   B e s t  D e s i g n  A w a r d

The finale was judged by Human Heart Nature’s Ms. 
Caccam (Marketing), Ms. Gonzales (Head of Sales), Mr. Er 
(WDO Board member), and Ms. Nobleza (Chairperson, 
BS-ID). The design for the in-store concept used mostly 
of reclaimed woods and plastics. The entire area of the 
store was divided into three parts namely the sampling 
and testing area (left) , refilling area (center), and pay-
ment area (right).

De La Salle- College of St. Benilde, in partnership with 
Human Heart Nature Philippines, held a competition 
during the industrial design fest last July 2019. The com-
petition called on representatives from ID, Architecture, 
Fashion Design and merchandising, and Interior Design, 
in coming up with the best design solution for a sus-
tainable kiosk, pop-up store, and an in-store design for 
Human Heart Nature. 

The design was awarded Best Design Award for the first 
ever collaborative competition of the courses. It ranked 
first among ten teams that participated.
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0 6 |  L o s  B a ñ o s  P r i m e  H o s p i t a l

Los Baños Prime Medical Hospital is a 200-bed facility that is 
designed mainly for pandemic times. The hospital is equipped 
with various programs that are necessary for maximum per-
formance of the facility. In terms of the architecture, it man-
ifests a brutalist approach that is integrated with landscap-
ing and agriculture. This design approach aims to highlight an 
important characteristic of Los Baños, such as its agriculture 
and biosystem.
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The materials used for the design focused on subdued tones 
and natural elements to show a reflection of the surround-
ing environment where the hospital is located. Research show 
that there are psychological benefits in humans if they are ex-
posed to natural features like shown in the images. Since UP 
Los Banos is abundant of green biodiversities and agriculture, 
it may also serve as an opportunity for the stakeholders in en-
gage themselves for the well-being of the patients. Areas like 
the lobby capitalizes on natural ventilation to limit the usage 
of artificial cooling that could be more hazardous in airborne 
diseases and contagious viruses.
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Grounf Floor Plan

Second Floor Plan

0 7 |  M o d u l a r  H o u s e

	    R e s i d e n t i a l  H o u s e

The buildable floor area for this modular house was a lim-
iting 42-square meters. The design stretched the bound-
aries and maximized its potential as it focused on the 
expansion of the second floor. This house tackled on the 
challenge of putting together pre-fabricated and modular 
parts that envisions a future of easily assembled houses. 
Given that modular parts are usually in cubic forms, the 
design brought this norm up a notch as it takes on slanted 
walls and unique openings. 

The materials used inclined more on earthly tones with 
the hues of brown and grays. The house contains all the 
necessities of a home such as the bedrooms, a kitchen, 
dining area, bathrooms, etc. It includes a carport which is 
found right beside the main entrance. 
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0 8 |  S o c i a l i z e d  H o u s i n g

	

The ABS-CBN Lingkod Kapamilya Foundation Inc. collab-
orated with DLS-CSB  to institute a project of designing 
housing units for victims of a volcano eruption in Brgy. Im-
elda, San Juan, Batangas. The 2-hectare site has a longitu-
dinal profile which stretches towards the Tayabas Bay. 

In a macro scale, the conceptual master plan includes a 
variety of zones such as housing clusters, livelihood spac-
es, recreational spaces, etc. The primary goal was to pro-
vide communal living spaces for the beneficiaries in order 
to strengthen the community. Unique 2-storey housing 
clusters were designed in a way that it includes 14 hous-
ing units in one housing cluster with overall dimensions of 
12 x 17 meters. Collective impact is achieved through area 
development and it became vital in designing livelihood 
spaces of mariculture and aquaculture near the water as 
fishing is their major source of income. This coincides with 
the overall population of majority being the youth hence, 
recreational spaces such as playgrounds and covered 
courts were allotted.
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In a micro scale, each housing cluster was configured in 
ways that ensure security for the users, more especial-
ly for the kids. Inclusivity for tourists and researchers are 
considered and this required pedestrian safety and acces-
sible navigation. Designing with self-sustainability, vernac-
ular materials and systems are incorporated in the archi-
tecture because this concludes having an environment 
friendly and low-cost build. The architecture aims to blend 
tropical and modern characters in its overall aesthetic as it 
anchors on simplicity. 
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0 9 |  U r b a n  R e f o r m a t i o n :  B a s e c o  C o m p o u n d

		  U r b a n  D e s i g n

The Baseco compound is envisioned in this project as a 
model for decongestion of dense urban areas. As known, 
the site contains severe disfigurements in numerous re-
gards—economy, sustainability, planning, programming, 
etc.

The main problem of Baseco is its poor and neglected 
spatial relationships within the blocks and different sectors 
of the compound. Due to rapid escalation of population, 
construction of residential housing has been done without 
proper planning and governing. This led to extreme rand-
omization of overall layout and visual clutter. Individuality is 
prominent over sense of community. The effects are poor 
walkability, disorienting nodes, lack of access roads and 
the like. Secondly, there lies the problem of the rising sea 
level. Baseco being at the west end of Manila is one of the 
most susceptible areas when it comes to flooding. Thirdly, 
the absence of breathable areas such as green spaces. 
More garbage and disorganized clutter forfeit the idea of 
enlightening spaces that may be shared by the residents.

HUMAN CENTERED DESIGN - Two key aspects high-
light the architecture for this project, “reformatting” 
and “releveling”. 

Reformatting: The existing road networks show how 
they move about the area and as well as the voids 
and spaces. (1) In reformatting the road networks, 
the vital pathways were retained and the minor ones 
were disregarded. (2) Clustering different sectors and 
blocks were necessary as it is a priority in making their 
homes more livable. (3) Points of interest were re-
tained and provided better setbacks such as schools, 

hospital, barangay hall, police station, etc. The main 
feature is the area for different religious activities in 
the center as the research pointed out numerous 
places of worship in the site.

Releveling: (1) The site is contextually extruded up-
wards with different access points from various di-
rections. (2) Hierarchy of programs are capitalized: top 
level is residential, mid-level is residential/retail and 
bottom level for all kinds of programs and land uses. 
(3) Some pathways are elevated as this promotes 
faster transit from point A to point B without hazards.
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1 0 |  M i s c e l l a n e o u s  W o r k s 	

	 	

Office  building concept that  includes a rear 
podium. The building has 60 levels and ob-
tains a fluid yet elegant form.

O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g
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Philippine Sea Gypsies: Reformation of Bad-
jao dwellings as coastal barriers. The design 
promotes stabilization of coastline and pre-
vention of land erosion caused by natural 
calamities. Characteristics of mangroves 
have been adapted.

B a d j a o  D w e l l i n g s
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Tr a n s l u c e n s e e

De La Salle- College of St. Benilde, School of Design and Arts Lob-
by. A design proposal for the SDA Lobby. Possible solution to lack of 
staircase usage. (1) Extension of stairs by the turnstiles. (2) Curvilin-
ear partitions to provide a break in rigidness of the lobby’s existing 
geometries. Translucent recycled plastic or wood is the material of 
choice.
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