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NYCDMX: Migration, Adaptation and Local Transgressions

Critics: Rozana Monteil nd Thomas De Monchaux

2023

NYCDMX, a state of mind that emerges when we consider NYC and CDMX in conceptual 
adjacency and immediacy, imagining racidal continuities and communities and common 
unities, between two cities. 

Examining the lively storefronts of mexican businesses on 116th street as conceptual portals 
to correspoding geographies in Mexico City we experienced a transformative journey, 
mapping the movements and trying to bridge the gaps between the two cities by occupying 
deep thresholds and habitable boundaries. Delving into our own imaginations to create 
“backstory” interventions, envisioning conceptual and critical conditions projected back 
into the chosen sites in Mexico City that correlate with selected storefront in New York City.

Through my project I aimed to stimulate the senses, evoke emotions, provoke thoughts 
about human experience in these sprawling urban landscapes. 
Documenting the journey on the 116th street, focusing on Little Mexico in East Harlem 
I focused on canopies on store fronts or street vendors and the shadows they created on the 
street which acted as a threshold space for pedestrians and residents of the area where they 
pause, rest, observe or just pass through in their daily lives. These canopies become more 
apparent as you traverse closer to Little Mexico. 

As the day transforms into twilight in this transient realm, these canopies take a life of their 
own. They are not merely shelters from the sun or rain; they told tales of migration, adap-
tation and the harmonious blending of traditions. The vendors and patrons mingle in close 
quarters engaging in lively conversations as a remnant of Tepito in Mexico City.



Impossible Plan Axon



Possible Plan Axon



Perspective Section

Exploded AxonStore Front
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Himmel Hotel (Chalets)

Oh+A Designworks
 
2023 (Complete)

Luxurious chalets nestled in the breathtaking 
mountains of Skardu, offering a harmonious 
blend of rustic charm and modern comfort. The 
chalet will serve as a retreat for individuals seek-
ing an escape into nature, providing a serene and 
inviting atmosphere.
We utilized large windows and terraces to create 
a connection between the interior and the pictur-
esque landscape. Emphasizing the use of locally 
sourced materials to enhance the chalet’s authen-
ticity.



One Bed Villa 



Two Bed Villa 



Podium Detail

Ceiling Detail
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Loose Fabric

Packed Suits

Bed Linen

Luxury Pret

Ready to wear

Try RoomsNishat Linen (Retail Design)

Oh+A Designworks

2023 (Complete)



Section 1

Section 2

Plan





Top Hung Pret Display

Loose Fabric Display

Rattan Screen Fixing Detail

Display Anchor Detail
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Mohsin Hamid’s Residence

Oh+A Designworks

2023



Ground Floor 

Process Sketches

First Floor 



Axonometric ViewFirst Floor

Ground Floor
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SCALE: 3/8" = 1'-0" 
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CONSTRUCTION PARTITION LEGEND

12. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR WARRANTS TO THE OWNER AND TO THE ARCHITECT THAT 
ALL MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT FURNISHED UNDER THE CONTRACT ARE NEW UNLESS 
OTHERWISE SPECIFIED AND THAT ALL WORK WILL BE AS SPECIFIED AND FREE OF 
DEFECTS.

13. ALL PENETRATIONS OF FIRE RESISTIVE FLOORS OR SHAFT WALLS SHALL BE 
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STANDARDS FOR THOUGH PENETRATION FIRESTOP SYSTEMS.  THE CONTRACTOR SHALL 
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LISTING TO THE ARCHITECT. GC SHALL MAKE THESE DRAWINGS AVAILABLE TO ANY CITY 
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14. IF NEW HOT AND COLD BRANCH PIPING IS REQUIRED, PIPING SHALL BE REPLACED 
BACK TO THE RISERS AND INSULATED.  SHUT OFF VALVES SHALL BE INSTALLED AS CLOSE 
AS PRACTICAL TO RISER LOCATION.
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6. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR SHALL PERSONALLY SUPERVISE AND DIRECT THE WORK. 
THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR IS RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL CONSTRUCTION AND / OR 
INSTALLATION METHODS, MEANS, TECHNIQUES, SEQUENCES AND PROCEDURES AND FOR 
COORDINATION OF ALL PORTIONS OF THE WORK.

7. ALL CONSTRUCTION SHALL COMPLY WITH ALL APPLICABLE CODES AND ORDINANCES IN 
PLACE AND IN THE LOCATION OF THE WORK.
 
8. ALL WORK SHALL BE EXECUTED IN A MANNER ACCEPTABLE TO THE LANDLORD.  PHASED 
WORK THAT ALLOWS OTHER PARTS OF THE BUILDING TO REMAIN IN OPERATION DURING 
CONSTRUCTION IS TO BE COORDINATED BY THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR DIRECTLY WITH 
THE LANDLORD.

9. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR SHALL PAY ALL FEES, LICENSES, PERMITS, AND 
INSPECTIONS REQUIRED FOR PROPER EXECUTION OF THE WORK.

10. UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE, THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR SHALL PROVIDE AND PAY 
ALL LABOR MATERIAL, EQUIPMENT, TOOLS, CONSTRUCTION EQUIPMENT, MACHINERY, 
TRANSPORTATION, PERMITS AND OTHER SERVICES AND FACILITIES NECESSARY FOR 
PROPER AND TIMELY EXECUTION OF THE WORK.

11. THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR SHALL GUARANTEE ALL WORKMANSHIP AND MATERIALS 
FOR A PERIOD OF ONE YEAR FROM THE DATE OF WRITTEN SUBSTANTIAL COMPLETION.

1. NOTIFY ARCHITECT IMMEDIATELY OF ANY INCONSISTENCIES OR 
DISCREPANCIES WITH PLANS IN RELATION TO EXISTING FIELD CONDITIONS.  SEE 
FIELD VERIFICATION NOTES ON THIS SHEET.

2. CONSULTANTS DRAWINGS ARE SUPPLEMENTAL TO THE ARCHITECTURAL 
DRAWINGS.  IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE GENERAL CONTRACTOR TO CROSS 
CHECK WITH ARCHITECTURAL DRAWINGS PRIOR TO THE ORDERING & 
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DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE ARCHITECTURAL AND THE CONSULTING 
ENGINEERS DRAWINGS SHALL BE BROUGHT TO THE ARCHITECT'S ATTENTION FOR 
IMMEDIATE CLARIFICATION.

3. WRITTEN DIMENSIONS TAKE PRECEDENCE OVER SCALE ON THE 
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS. DO NOT SCALE DRAWING DIRECTLY.

4. DIMENSIONS ARE FROM THE FACE OF FINISHED WALL TO FACE OF FINISHED 
WALL UNLESS NOTED OTHERWISE ON PLANS.

5. ALL MANUFACTURED ARTICLES, MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT SHALL BE APPLIED, 
INSTALLED, CONNECTED, ERECTED, USED, CLEANED, AND CONDITIONED IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE MANUFACTURER WRITTEN SPECIFICATIONS OR 
INSTRUCTIONS.
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opa architecture

This drawing, and all graphic and written material 
contained herein, constitutes the original and unpublished 
work of Opertive Aria Architecture PLLC, and may not be 
copied, distributed, or used in whole or in part, without 
expressed written permission.

    ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.
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Perceiving Space Through The Threshold 

Critic: Haseeb Amjad

2021

We rarely pause to experience new environments while passing through them. The main goal in 
architecture is to create a defined space which people are capable of inhabiting and experiencing.  
The threshold plays a major role in achieving this as it allows one to observe  the changing spatial 
qualities of architecture while moving through it. The threshold is the point of connection from where 
one world merges into another. It also acts as an in-between space. The intention behind this thesis 
is to investigate how thresholds change the perception of architectural space for the observer. It also 
looks at how exaggerated thresholds can be manifested in architecture to set the stage for active 
engagement with the surroundings. The  resulting project is the design of a space of mediation that 
offers interaction and collective enlightenment based on defined thresholds and transitions.

Various zones of privacyzones of privacy were identified within the site, with subsequent layering of programs in 
relation to the intended privacy of the space to create the first instance of threshold spaces. Later, 
thresholds were developed through circulation as second stage of the process. Circulation Circulation patterns 
were designed between the zones, having their own pattern of circulation linking up to the inter-zon-
al movement pattern. Lastly thresholds were enriched with altering spatial experiences spatial experiences. Detailing 
of various spaces was decided depending upon the program and the location of the space to give 
them an experience in relation to the events happening within the space. The implementation of these 
three forms of thresholds ensured spaces which allow users to pause in their movement to deliberate 
and explore, creating a moment of interaction within the space.



Section AA

Section CC

Section BB
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‘House-for-All’ a social housing project that focuses on community centric development strategy 
for a special mixed use area in Lahore. The site is an underutilized space in a densely packed 
middle to low income urban area with railway tracks on one side and shops on the other. This 
empty space was being used by shopkeepers to dump garbage and keep their buffaloes. Chil-
dren could also be seen playing in these unsafe and  unhygienic conditions, due to a lack of 
parks and other public spaces. The approach of the project involves identifying the needs of the 
stakeholders, remove the underutilized space and reposition the shops to create a pedestrian-
ized bazaar. The narrow pedestrian streets are also incorporated to be  multipurpose as chil-
dren’s playground, a place for socializing, where people may take their charpoys (string beds) 
out; a vendor’s selling place; above all they provide space for human interaction. 

Low-rise, high-density typology seems to have the potential to mitigate housing issues and elevate 
previously neglected communities without reducing quality of life. In addition to the commercial 
street I introduced a combination of, three different typologies of apartments within the varying 
3-storey clusters which creates dynamism and an interesting townscape. Each apartment has an 
open-to-sky terrace at each level that was inspired by the walled city of Lahore. It can be used 
to grow vegetables or keep chickens to generate income. The access to the dwellings is through 
pedestrian streets, bridges and external stairs. The decision of cluster grouping minimizes con-
struction costs and maximizes weather protection, especially from the intense summer sunlight. 
The building system is as simple and economic as possible, using mainly cheap local brick in 
walls, which are loadbearing.

House For All: Social Housing

Critic: Zeeshan Ahmed

2020



A

Unit 1 (1200 sq.ft) Unit 2 (800 sq.ft) Unit 3 (400 sq.ft)

Section BB’ Section CC’ Section DD’
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Learning Around The Playground:
Primary School

Critic: Zeeshan Ahmed

2018

Discovery Surprise Engagement Adventure

Since a school is where the kid learns about the outside world, it becomes quite important 
how the architecture that surrounds helps in moulding the youth for the future. ‘How can 
a designer create a balance between learning spaces and play spaces so that the overall 

growth of a child is ensured?’ Dividing the site in half and creating a distinct playground vs 
formal education space planned across two floors became my pivot for the design.

The idea stretched from the thought that most early schools were organised around a tree 
in the open rather than closed rooms. This promotes outdoor activity-based learning for the 
kids where they are free to move in and out of their classrooms. Playing outside is essential 

for children to develop balance, coordination and physical strength. It provides opportunities 
for children to gain social skills, and improve their imagination, creativity and problem-solv-
ing ability. It can also strengthen their sense of self and their sense of connection with their 

peers and to their community and the environment.

The design is centred around a water body, which starts as a stream that is fed by water 
from the water tank when you enter the premises and ends as a water fall at the amphithe-
atre which is the last stop in the design. Water is used as an element of play, as it provides 

children with so many opportunities to explore their senses and experience different sensory 
experiences. It helps develop and strengthen children’s gross and fine motor skills.

The journey is designed at different levels and you step down as you proceed, the class-
rooms and labs are placed on one side as they look onto the playground and the admis-

initrative block and kindergarten are placed at the beginning. The library is designed as a 
sculpture, on tree shaped columns and with a slide leading to it, so it engages the students. 

and there is an open cafeteria under the library. 



Section AA Section BB

A

A

B B



09
Design with Healthy Materials: Common Reed

In Collaboration with Mariam Jacob 

2023





Stain

Paper

Insulation

Brick

Veneer

Column

Raw Materials 

Prototype Explorations 

03  Hook reed veneer to notched 
      composite joint 

02  Bend reed veneer to attach to 
      composite joint

01  Cut reed veneer to prescribed geometry

Piece 01
Piece 02

After Assembly

Reed Veneer Leaflet

Bulb
Joint with notches
Washer

Socket
Canopy

Rod

Assembly Sequence
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HKB Facade Design

Oh+A Designworks

2023





The design addresses the critical issue of food insecurity in Rio de Janeiro. By integrat-
ing a food bank with urban agriculture, the project fosters self-reliance within the com-
munity. Recognizing the limitations of government policies and import reliance, food 
banks within urban agriculture foster a self-sufficient community. 
The concept draws inspiration from the local diet and utilizes circular water manage-
ment systems, potentially incorporating seawater desalination. Educational programs 
within the building focus on vertical and peri-urban farming techniques, empowering 
residents to grow their own food.
 
The design itself acts as a bridge, connecting the Morro with the waterfront and public 
plaza. The cylindrical form maximizes farmable surface area, resembling traditional 
grain silos, while public walkways weave through planted zones. This welcoming and 
open structure offers subsidized food and food bank services, transforming the build-
ing into a learning environment for residents to experiment with new crops, share 
knowledge, and access subsidized food markets.
 
This public forum extends into the programs, housing a community kitchen, research 
labs, co-working spaces, and a marketplace. By educating users on urban farming 
techniques and fostering collaboration, this design proposal aims to cultivate a more 
resilient and food-secure future not just for residents but for the entire community.

11
Layered Urbanism: Empowering Rio’s Plate and People
Critic: Galia Solomonoff
Collaborators: Stuti Murarka and Harshini Ashok

Spring 2024



Extend the morro into anoite, to connect 
the community with the urban plaza

Circulation creates a journey through the 
programs for the users to experience

Sun study revealed which part gets the 
most sunlight to aid farming

The cylindrical form maximizes farmable 
surface area, resembling traditional 
grain silos

The heart of the building houses commu-
nity engagement, kitchens and shared 
activities

The rainwater enters from the highest 
point and travels to the lowest points on 
the site where it collects.

The desalination pods filter the water 
and feed it back to the building after 
passing through the wetlands.



Level 6 - Hydroponics (Berries)

Level 16 - Public Forum and Discussion Space

Level 10 - Community Garden/Kitchen and Food Stalls 



Basement Level - Food Bank/Grocery and Urban plaza with Food Market






