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HILLSIDE OF THE ARTS
CULTURAL COMMUNICATION CENTER

The Hillside of the Arts project will establish a Cultural Communication Center on Torrão’s scenic 
hillside in Portugal. This project aims to revitalize the area by transforming an old olive oil farm into 
an art center celebrating local ceramic traditions. The center will feature ceramics workshops and a 
food court, fostering cultural connections between China and Portugal, and offering long-term and 
short-term programs for artists and travelers.



Student: Lan WeiHillside Of The Arts
Cultural Communication Center Tutor: Jess Yu + Brett Gu
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A Whisper to an Old Dream
A Journey of Rejuvenation, Regeneration and Re-imagination of Torrão

Synopsis
 

The Hillside of the Arts project will establish a Cultural Communication Center on Torrão’s scenic 
hillside in Portugal. This project aims to revitalize the area by transforming an old olive oil farm into 

an art center celebrating local ceramic traditions. The center will feature ceramics workshops and a 
food court, fostering cultural connections between China and Portugal, and offering long-term and 

short-term programs for artists and travelers.

Brief E. A Whisper to an Old Dream     21/05/2024                                   Tutor: Zheng Gu 

1. Site View Analysis 2. New Axis insertion 4. Detail Construction 3. New Structure Reinforce

- Methods of Intervention -

wells

wells

Step1. Old factory Axis Step3. new volume considering the views Step4. Create connections to the old wellStep2    new axis ——  a vertical line perpendicular                          
to the road through the center of the well circle

- New Axis Insertion -

- Structure & Material -

Free Studio  

Steel Plate

Wood Truss  

Tree Trunk 300*300mm

Wood Columns 200*200mm

Gallery

Private Studio
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- Section -



Free Studio  

Gallery

Private Studio







 Stable 
A Home For The Horses In Yunnan

Yunnan horses (yoho) played an important role in transporting goods along the ancient tea-horse route. Nowadays, 
the horses have been replaced by modern transport. Many local horse caravans choose to sell their horses to make 
a living, resulting in a drastic decline in the number of Yoho. The design of this project is to build a shelter with the  
horse (yohu) as the main body, hoping to protect this species through the form of architecture, and at the same 
time let the culture and spirit of the Dian horse be inherited. 



Ground floor plan  

West Elevation

1.Entry
2.Stable
3.Coffee&tea house
4.Bathrooms
5.Restroom

0 1 2 3 4 5

1 2

2

2

2

4 5

3

2

2

2

Exterior Rendering
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Interior Rendering
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SectionA-A' 　

1.Seating area
2.Viewing platform
3.Restroom for caravans 

First floor plan 　

B'B
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Foundation

Joint2

Joint1

The connection of the main 
beam to the secondary 
beam.

The connection of the 
column to the secondary 
roof beam.

The connection of the column to the 
foundation 

Section B-B'



TOPOS 

        一隅

Topos is from the words Topophilia.

Derived from the Greek words topos (place) and philia (love), it refers 
to the positive emotions and aesthetic appreciation people experience 
toward certain environments.

EXPLORATION OF THE MEMORY ON PHOENIX ROAD 
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Model



Model



Video
Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aQJwqaKPhfY





Project summary 

Inspired by Henri Lefebvre's concept, our project seeks to 
revitalize Chalton Street Market as a dynamic, inclusive space 
that fosters social interaction and community resilience. 
By reclaiming public space from the pressures of industrial 
urbanisation, we aim to create a vibrant, people-centered 
environment in the heart of Somers Town. 
 
Through conducting comprehensive public engagement 
exercises, analyze relevant local policies, and study successful 
market precedents across London. Our proposal envisions a 
Friday-to-Sunday market with a combination of permanent 
and temporary stalls and street furniture, offering street food, 
handicrafts, and artworks from local residents, external traders, 
and nearby institutions. 
 
This will function as more than a commercial hub. It will provide 
opportunities for cultural exchange, foster economic resilience, 
and serve as a space for collective gathering and everyday 
leisure. By strengthening the neighborhood’s social fabric, the 
market will support both local livelihoods and the broader urban 
experience. 

Research Question:
Has architecture the tools to propose an alternative idea about 
the city at a time where the environment is being shaped by 
global economics at a speed beyond planning control? 



Chalton Street Market stretches approximately 300 meters from Euston Road to the Somers Town Coffee House, within a commercial area of ground-floor 
shops. Every Friday, the street is closed to vehicles to create a pedestrian-friendly market space, where traders sell goods such as clothing and groceries 
from temporary stalls. Despite its long history, the market has declined significantly, particularly after the COVID-19 pandemic. Recent site visits revealed 
only three to four active stalls and limited footfall. 
 
 

Site - photos, maps 



Public engagement
 

During the public engagement 
process, a resident involved in the 
organization of the market shared 
valuable insights regarding ongoing 
community initiatives. According 
to the resident, there are active 
efforts within the local community 
to revitalize Chalton Street Market 
in response to its recent decline. In 
parallel, the community is seeking 
financial support by applying for 
funding from Camden Council to 
assist with the development and 
implementation of their project. 
  



 Stakeholder diagram 

Regarding project stakeholders, we propose 
involving traders from Somers Town and 
nearby institutions, such as local schools 
and the British Library, along with a limited 
number of external vendors. 



 Physical model 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dnfAugGHUOE

video link 



Design - axon, storyboard 



From 3 angles, these scenes imagine how different 
people could experience the market and logistical 
considerations of the market management. 

 



Design of stalls

Three types of stalls are developed.  While designing, we carefully considered the 
needs of the traders and came up with foldable, easily transported, stalls made 
of wood and coated-fabric. 

  

STALLS FOR DISPLAY STALLS FOR SELLING

MATERIAL

Structure:
Wood, Wood Panels
Shading:
Fabric

With council’s funding, softwood comes at affordable prices and available from 
nearby building supplies stores. The coated-fabric shading is weather-proof with 
a degree for customization and incorporates cultural characteristics.



DRIVING STALLS FOR FOOD

This is an example of the display stall opened 
by the somers  town community  center, 
promoting housing heritage event and providing 
information about immigrant job opportunities.  

This one, inspired by Begeledsh residents in 
Somers town, is a stall selling Bengal home goods 
and handmade decorations. It’s equipped with 
wheels and a hook to work like a trailer. 
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The Fitzrovia Chapel

 

Our understanding of historical structures is constantly evolving, shaped by new 
perspectives and technological advancements. This project approaches architectural 
study not purely as a technical analysis, but as a journey into the craftsmanship and 
spatial language of arches — structures that have long embodied both function and 
beauty. 
Fascinated by the form, construction logic, and symbolic presence of arches, I 
initiated this project to document, analyze, and reinterpret them through the lens 
of 3D scanning technologies. Using Fitzrovia Chapel as a case study, the project 
captures, refines, and digitally reconstructs its intricate vault systems, seeking to 
uncover the underlying design principles and material expressions. 
Rather than merely preserving, the aim is to engage with the structure: translating 
the historical fabric into digital models, studying its geometry, and producing  
physical interpretations. The project bridges past and present through three stages: 
documentation, digital modeling, and structural analysis.

SCAN TO STRUCTURE: 

INVESTIGATING ARCH DESIGN THROUGH 

3D SCANNING
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Ribbed Vault
Structure: 
Five ribs radiating from the 
central apex   

Quadripartite Ribbed Vault 
with Dome

 Quadripartite Ribbed Vault 
+ Lateral Round Arches
 

Vault System 1 Vault System 2 Vault System 3



View Watchtower

 Eryuan County, Dali, Yunnan Province, China

A practice of rural regeneration

Nowadays, people are chasing entertainment and sensory experiences at the same time. The variety of choices blind us from what lay in front of us.Botou 
Village is a peaceful countryside located in Yunnan, surrounded by mountains. Therefore, the intention was to design a spatial installation that would change 
people's experience and help them focus on the "present" and appreciate the scenery of everyday life.   Sustainable development is achieved by protecting the 
environment while revitalising rural development.

 
Instructor:  Ting Chen       June.2023 to July.2023

Group Work
  Yi Zhang; Lan Wei; Muyang Lin; Meigu Lin; Xinyuan Fan; Jingyan Liu; Sijie Ouyang; Xinliang Yang; Jingqiu 

Yue; Moyao Cui; Xunan Zhou 




