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     I  am a designer who passionately explores new ideas with emerging technology 

and t imeless craf t .  With 9 years of  experience,  my work faci l i tates how we interact 

with space and how objects  tel l  our s tor ies.     

     

     Born and raised in Taiwan, I  relocated to San Francisco af ter  t ransferr ing my 

college s tudies to Cali fornia College of  the Arts .  While building my ski l ls  in indus-

tr ial  design,  I  found a t rue voice in craf t  through studying furni ture design.  Since 

2016, I ’ve col laborated with furni ture designers,  craf tsmen, and inter ior  designers 

to fur ther my understanding of  creat ive pursui ts .   With both backgrounds in Eastern 

and Western l i fe experiences,  I  blend both inf luences into my design pract ice.
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E

     The west  shore of  Lake Tahoe, Cali fornia,  nest les a his tor ical  lakehouse designed 

by the archi tect  Richard Whitaker. 

     

     This  ful l -scale renovation honors the house’s  well-ref ined architectural  elements 

while bridging a modern inter ior  design that  sui ts  our cl ient ’s  aesthet ic preferences.
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E

Kitchen cabinetry and hardware design development
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E

Bar nook custom cabinetry and upholstery
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E

Bedroom custom cabinetry and sof t  furnishings
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A _  T A H O E  L A K E H O U S E

Bedroom custom cabinetry and sof t  furnishings



YU-WEN ‘TWIGGY’ CHEN  / /   SUMMER 2025  / /  SELECTED WORKS 12

B _  S U G A R B O W L  S K I  C A B I N
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     A Bavarian-inspired cabin,  tucked away in a private ski  resort  in 

Sugarbowl,  Cal i fornia.      

    

     This  three-level ,   four-bedroom and four-bathroom cabin serves as 

a cozy vacat ion home for a family of  f ive.  Our designer and f i lmmaker 

cl ients  had a unique vis ion of  each room. I  worked with the design team 

and fabricators to bring their  inspirat ions to l i fe.

          

FIRST FLOOR OVERALL FLOOR PLAN
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B _  S U G A R B O W L

S K I  C A B I N
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Office custom buil t - in desk and window covering
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C _  S A N  A N S E L M O  R E S I D E N C E
     A whole house renovation for a ret i red couple in San Anselmo, 

Cali fornia.  The s t ructure of  this  two-level  house presents us with 

an exceptional opportunity to develop an unusual s taircase design.  
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C _  S A N  A N S E L M O  R E S I D E N C E

Kitchen cabinetry design development and prototype   
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C _  S A N  A N S E L M O  R E S I D E N C E

Powder room custom wall  covering and l ight ing design development   
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D _  C U S T O M  S H E L F  U N I T
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Within exis t ing l iving room layout,  this  corner shel f  uni t 

decorates the previously dead space with the cl ient ’s  book 

and art  col lect ions.

Material :  Sol id Maple,  wood stains & f inishes
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E _  B W L  L O U N G E  C H A I R  P R O T O T Y P E
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     In col laborat ion with the UC Berkeley Wood lab,  this 

lounge chair  design examines the role of  craf t  in our rela-

t ionship with natural  materials .

     The chair  uses s ide boards of  mil led lumber with l ive 

edge boards,  an of f -cut ,  or  waste part  f rom the typical 

mil l ing process.  The chair  has a deeper seat  angle,  ideal 

for  ref lect ion and rest .  Inspired by t radi t ional  mort ise and 

tenon joinery,  the wood joinery al lows for future disassem-

bly and repair.  The l ive edge,  a natural  feature resul t ing 

f rom the mil l ing process,  is  celebrated as an element of 

design,  br inging sof tness and biophil ia. 

     

     Material :  Sol id Pine,  wood stains & f inishes.
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F _  F O L D  D R E S S E R
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     Fold dresser is  a modern take on art  deco forms. Asym-

metr ical  folds expand from the drawer f ront  to one side of 

the dresser.  The t ransi t ion between drawer f ronts and the 

sculpted s idewall  creates an eye-catching focal  point  as you 

walk around the dresser.

     The f lat  s ide al lows customizable configurat ions.  One 

can use i t  as a s tand-alone dresser in a corner or double up 

as a mirrored pair  in a room.

     Material :  Sol id Cherry & Maple,  wood f inishes.
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G _  I N N E R  F L A M E  L I Q U O R  C A B I N E T

     Inner Flame is  a l iquor cabinet  design inspired by the burning f i re pat-

tern and a Taiwanese temple’s  rooftop design.  The exter ior  carcass fol lows 

the arch shape of  the s tained glass.  There’s  a f loat ing shel f  inside to s tore 

your drinking glasses and wine and l iquor s torage below. 

     

     Material :  Sol id Oak, Granite s tone top, s tained glass,  wallpaper,  wood 

stains & f inishes.
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H _  C A S C A D E 

C O F F E E  T A B L E

     Cascade coffee table takes 

reference to s talact i te forms and 

how they are ref lected on st i l l 

water lake.  Each layer cascades 

down towards the earth,  drawing 

at tent ion as you approach closer. 

      Material :  Sol id Ash, smoky 

glass,  s tained glass t i les,  wood 

stain and f inishes
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I _  H I D D E N  A S S E M B LY

     When a pianis t  performs on an elegantly craf ted grand pia-

no, the intr icate mechanisms of  the piano become al ive,  and the 

movements of  the keys can be seen on the ref lect ive surface of 

the piano f inish.  Drawing inspirat ion f rom moments of  synergy 

between the pianis t  and the instrument,  Hidden Assembly reimag-

ines everyday interact ions between humans and furni ture. 

     A two-seat  bench with a piano f inish on the seat  surface re-

f lects  the l ive edge wood grains of  the bench back,  subtly invi t -

ing curious minds to s i t  and share the bench. Upon closer look, 

Hidden Assembly can be found to form a small  tabletop, as well 

as pi l lows for  added comfort .  When the assembly is  revealed,  the 

bench of fers  a space for  individuals to share conversat ions and 

ref lect ions with one another.

     Material :  Sol id Walnut,  indigo l inen, wood stains and f inishes.
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J _  E X P E R I M E N T A L  F U R N I T U R E

Electr ic cel lo Synesthesia organ Inf ini ty clock
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T H A N K  Y O U .


