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The Quarry Rationalist Musuem

A musuem for drawings, models, and lectures set in the depths 
of Skytop Quarry in Syracuse, NY. 

This project is a musuem meant to display the works of 	
Italian Rationalist Architect Giuseppe Terragni. Through concep-
tualizing the rationalist approach to traditional Roman forms 
like the loggia, amphitheatre, colonnade, and garden. 

Visitors of the musuem learn about the architecture through a 
procession of spaces. Starting at a low point within the rock of 
the quarry is the model gallery. This procession is shown in the 
diagram of views on the next page. 

Building/Site Sections (Rhino & Adobe Illustrator)
Procession Diagram (Rhino & Adobe Illustrator)

Next proceeeding through the loggia visitors can be lectured 
in the amphitheatre or skip the lecture via the garden path. 
Through the colonnaded court and up the stairs to above the 
quarry is the drawings gallery for a final understanding. 



Perspective Views (Rhino & Adobe Photoshop)Site Plan (Rhino & Adobe Illustrator)



Perspective Views (Rhino & Adobe Photoshop)



Wood Sectional Model (1’00” = 1/4”) of Model Gallery within Quarry Walls

Design Through Model Making

This model as visualized in photos and 
a handdrawn axonometric is the result 
of designing solely through iterative       
models. The final product is the concept 
for a personal library where the user has 
the option to retreat away from sunlight 
for more privacy. 

Model  and Axonometric Drawing (1’00” = 1/8”)



The Retreating Studio

An isolated artist’s retreat with a first level gallery and sculpture 
garden as well as two residential studios. 

This project is a result of transforming studies of O.M Unger’s’ 
House without Qualities. It is a multipurpose art studio & gallery 
meant to house artists on a fellowship. Each floor breaks up the 
original geometry of the study in its program space and lets light 
in with an exterior shell. The plan is set on a grid redefined by 
the diagonal walls.

Clarke, Morgan Oblique 3/8””=1’

Oblique ARC_107_Fall, 2024

Chipboard Models (Left) The Retreating Studio / (Right) The House Without Qualities

Oblique & Elevations (Rhino)

Perspective Collage (Interior Model Photo + Adobe Photoshop



Site Plan & Floor Plans (Rhino)

Render Collages of SPORTS Collaborative - ROUNDS (Rhino & Adobe Photoshop)
Top Style Credit: Fala Atilier  & Bottom Style Credit: Balkrishna V. Doshi - Drawing of Sangath (1984)

SPORTS Representation Collages
These collages visualize the SPORTS Collaborative’s ROUNDS 
project through the styles of drawings by Fala Atilier and 
Balkrishna V. Doshi 



Shuttered Park Tower
A tower for viewing flora and fauna at Thorden Park in Syracuse, 
NY. 

This project is the product of the analysis of dancers bodies in 
the Alvin Ailey Dance Company’s performance titled 
‘Revelations’. The angles of the figures and arm placement 
developed into a facade shuttering system that filters sunlight 
and wind for peak conditions throughout each level of the tower. 

Through iterations of models, the shutters from the dancers 
arms combined with a series of platforms based on the tempo 
of the performance to become the final form. 

1’0” = 1/4”Morgan Clarke Analysis Composite

Wind & Sun Enter Here

(Bottom) Choreography Analysis (Paper Collage & Rhino) / (Right) Analytical Axonometric (Rhino)



1’0” = 1/16”Morgan Clarke Elevation (Top) & Section (Bottom)

1’0” = 1/16” Morgan ClarkePlan, Site Plan, and Rendered View

(Top) Elevations (Rhino & Adobe Illustrator) / (Left) Study Models / (Bottom) Site Plan (Rhino)

Final Model (1’00” = 1/4”) (Basswood)



1/8" = 1'0"North ElevationMorgan Clarke

Morgan Clarke South Elevation 1/8" = 1'0"

Morgan Clarke Plans with Site 1/8” = 1’0”

The Stages Dance Performing Arts Center
A performing arts center for dance practice and performance in 
downtown Syracuse, NY.

This project is the development of analysis of the axes of the 
site and surrounding buildings as well as an experimenrtation 
with the overall parti. From elevation, it is divided between four 
programs: preparation, performance, circulation, and practice, 
As the building focueses on the overall theme of dance, it 	
re-utilizes the shuttering system from the previous dance 	
analysis to separate public and private performance.

Morgan Clarke 1/16" = 1'0"Site Isometric

(Top) Site Oblique (Rhino & Adobe Illustrator) / (Bottom) Final Model Photos

Site Elevation (Rhino & Adobe Illustrator)



Floor 1

Floor 2

Floor 3

Floor 4

Floor 5

Morgan Clarke Plans with Site 1/32” = 1’0”

(Top) Sun Shadow Site Plans  (Rhino & Adobe Photoshop) / (Bottom) Site Plan (Rhino)



DESIGN INTENT
This project “Performance Unlimited” is a performing arts center 
in downtown Syracuse meant to display dance on various stages 
indoors and outdoors. This is specially done through a central, tiered 
bleacher seating with smaller stages that doubles as circulation. It’s 
site, on East Water Street, is set between two commercial buildings 
making the North and South facades important as they are the 
only exposed sides of the site with this design. This also restricted 
contruction horizontally, so the building takes advantage of vertical 
space in its five floors. The entire building is meant to perform both 
for those occupying it and those passing. 
In an attempt to involve passer-byers and allow the facade to adapt 
to sun and wind conditions, the South facing facade is shuttered or 
louvered and can adjust from being fully closed as a solid wall to 
opening to let light & wind run through the interior and exterior portions 
of the center. The slanted roofs also extend beyond the boundaries 
of the site to visibly engulf individuals in passing as a welcome. The 
spatial arrangement of the center is defined by the structural framing 
made up of beams and columns. It is divided into a parti of practice, 
performance, and preparation and has in total, a lobby, auditorium, 
changing rooms, bathrooms, administrative offices, a community 
room, and two studios that each occupy two floors due to double 
ceiling height. The building is enclosed by the shutters mentioned 
previously as well as solid slab walls made up of brick to reflect the 
adjacent buildings, and some glass walls on the upper levels which 
display dance to those passing the north and south facades. The 
facade or the enclosure of the building reveals dance when there is 
performance and hides what shouldn’t be staged.

Annotated section / section 
perspective 

(include key plan, zoomed-
in detail call-outs, photos, 

annotations, and captions as 
needed)

MORGAN CLARKE

Performance Unlimited
SPRING 2025  |  ARC 121  |  PROJECT 3

REFERENCES:
1. “USA NY Syracuse-Hancock Intl AP 725190 TMY3.” EnergyPlus 
Weather Data, U.S. Department of Energy, https://energyplus.
net/weather-location/north_and_central_america_wmo_
region_4/USA/NY/USA_NY_Syracuse-Hancock.Intl.AP.725190_
TMY3. Accessed 19 Apr. 2025.(Climate Consultant)
2. Climate Studio (Rhino8)

223-225 E Water St, Syracuse, NY 13202 
2025
Dance Focused Performing Arts Center 

Morgan Clarke 1/16" = 1'0"Site Isometric

Gravitational Load/Live 
Load - Roof supports 
live loads like snow & 
is slanted to shift the 
weight of other precipi-
tation (ex. rain) off of it. 
Framing provides extra 
structural support.   

 Secondary Structure 
& Enclosure - Solid 
Brick walls enclose 

building on all sides 
and support roof. 

Creates privacy in non 
performance areas.

Also, acts as thermal 
mass to hold heat from 

the day for passive 
heating later. 

Enclosure - Glass 
walls let sunlight into 
dance studio spaces 

and allow pedestri-
ans to view interior 

activity. 

Skeletal Loadbearing 
Structure (Expressed) 
- Primary Structure is 
made up of vertical and 
horizontal framing that 
makes axis for program 
parti & supports roof.

Sliding Walls act 
as privacy partition 

from street & blocks 
lateral wind forces 

from outdoor stage.

Horizontal Spanning 
(Slab) - Floor Slabs 

support people 
(live load) including 
dancers on smaller 

stages.

Sun Shadow Plan - Facade with Shutter/Louvers Faces South where the sunlight comes from to 
better block sunlight and shadows as needed (Source: Climate Consultant & Rhino Rendering)

1/8" = 1'0"North ElevationMorgan Clarke

Morgan Clarke South Elevation 1/8" = 1'0"
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Section B: Summer & Winter Sun Angles + Wind flow based on South Facing Shutters (Source: Climate Consultant)

Section A: Gravitational (Live & Dead) + Lateral Loads
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Here

Glass, Shutters, & Outdoor Stages 
give multiple opportunities for dance 

performances to be viewed. Glass 
Walls could be further broken up into 

windows for increased ventilation.
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The Stages - Building System Analysis
This project is an analysis of the previous projects materiality, 
seasonal sun & wind conditions, and loads. In understanding 
the project relative to its site conditions, potential improvements 
to increase its site compatibility came about. 



Building-Landform Composite Transformation

A chunk model combining qualities of a landform and a building 

This model represents the transformation of a chunk of the  
Boboli Gardens including Palazzo Pitti through the same        
process of erosion that formed the Glacial Lake at Clark Res-
ervation State Park in Jamesville, NY. It shows the changing      
contour of the siloutette of Palazzo Pitti to the form of the lake. 

Building + Landform = Model Chunk

Dry Lake 
Depth approx. 39 ft

Glacier Lake
Depth approx. 52 ft

Change Over Time Diagram 

Site Topography & Lake Depth Comparison
ARC207: Project 1B_Morgan Clarke_Abigail Weilbacher



Unoccupiable Space Relations between Palazzo & Boboli Gardens
Fillippo Brunelleschi_Palazzo Pitti, 1458

ARC207: Exercise 1C_Sophie Hassan_Morgan Clarke

Facade Elevation Analysis
Fillippo Brunelleschi_Palazzo Pitti, 1458

ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

Facade Openings

Simplified Geometry 

Overall Elevation

Ornamentation and Material TextureOrnamentation and Material Texture

Facade Elevation Analysis
Fillippo Brunelleschi_Palazzo Pitti, 1458

ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

Facade Openings

Simplified Geometry 

Overall Elevation

Ornamentation and Material TextureOrnamentation and Material Texture

Facade Elevation Analysis
Fillippo Brunelleschi_Palazzo Pitti, 1458

ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

Facade Openings

Simplified Geometry 
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Ornamentation and Material TextureOrnamentation and Material Texture

Facade Elevation Analysis
Fillippo Brunelleschi_Palazzo Pitti, 1458

ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

Facade Openings

Simplified Geometry 

Overall Elevation

Ornamentation and Material TextureOrnamentation and Material Texture

Height Changes & Contour
ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

Garden, Villa, and Land Comparison
ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

Axonemetric Composition Analysis
ARC207: Exercise 1D_Morgan Clarke

Lorem ipsum

“Pushing” Action from Glacial Waterfall/lake

Plan Axial Compositon



Selected Art Works

These are a selection of pieces 
completed outside of the discipline 
of architecture that have contribited 
to my understanding of space. 

(Bottom) Zibo OCT Art Center
China - Graphite Pencil

(Right) Self Portrait - Ink

30 E 29th Street NYC - 
Oil Paint

Self Portraits with Computer - Ink






