
INTRODUCTION

My architectural journey spans from the vibrant streets of Colombia to the
fast‑moving skyline of New York City — a path shaped by more than
twenty years of design, leadership, and continuous evolution. Working
across diverse cultures and urban contexts has deepened my
understanding of how people, place, and purpose intersect to create
meaningful architecture.

Across my work — from sustainable urban spaces to revitalized historic
districts — I focus on clarity, intention, and impact. I approach every
project with a balance of creativity and rigor, integrating thoughtful
design with strong technical execution.

To meet the growing demands of the construction industry, I expanded
my expertise with a Project Management certification from NJIT. These
credentials strengthen my ability to plan strategically, manage budgets,
and guide complex projects with precision.

Beyond the studio, I draw inspiration from Broadway theater, global
travel, music, interior design, style, and fashion — creative influences that
continually broaden my perspective and fuel my design approach.
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Spiezle Architectural Group

• Managed 10–15 education, healthcare, and senior living projects.
• Directed scopes, timelines, and teams with precision.
• Delivered work across $5M–$150M budgets.

Campus Modernization Master Plan | Watchung Hills Regional High School District
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Location: Warren, NJ

Size: 71,700 SF

Services: Architecture; Construction Administration; Interior Design

Initial improvements included converting a standard classroom into
a state-of-the-art music technology lab; renovating the boys' and
girls' locker rooms; and upgrading the school's athletic facilities by
replacing the tennis courts with a durable post-tensioned concrete
system. Additional enhancements focused on campus accessibility
and security, such as improved signage at the main entrance and
new fencing along the school’s breezeway. To further support
hands-on, specialized learning, Spiezle also created dedicated
spaces for robotics, ceramics, and science education.

Dunellen High School | Dunellen Public Schools
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The improvements consisted of converting the existing wood shop

into a 21st-century STEAM lab; renovating the existing media

center into a technology center; altering the existing auditorium;

and renovating/expanding the art room through relocation.

Additional alterations extended to the existing auditorium and

locker room, along with bathroom upgrades, faculty lounge

renovations, and improvements of various other support spaces.

Location: Dunellen, NJ

Size: 65,000 SF

Services: Architecture; Engineering; Interior Design

Spiezle played a key role in guiding the $22.5 million referendum

to success. Paired with the strong support of the Shrewsbury

community, this milestone turned the District’s long-held vision of a

dedicated Pre-K addition into reality.

 The Pre-K addition features three colorful classrooms, a versatile

multipurpose room, a welcoming cafeteria with a full basketball

court and bleachers, a new playground, and a secure entryway

Location: Shrewsbury, NJ

Size: 20,000 SF

Services: Architecture; Construction Administration; Interior
Design; Landscape Architecture
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that enhances both safety and the arrival experience for students

and families.

Through a strong partnership with the Metuchen Board of
Education and District leadership, Spiezle helped bring a shared
vision for Metuchen’s schools to life. The $84 million District-wide
improvements, expansion, and modernization referendum delivered
coordinated upgrades across all four schools. In addition to the
major building expansions, every school in the District benefited
from essential infrastructure upgrades, including new electrical
systems, modernized HVAC equipment, and mechanical
improvements designed to enhance energy efficiency, indoor air
quality, and long‑term facility reliability. 

Location: Metuchen, NJ

Size: 290,120 SF

Services: Architecture; Engineering; Interior Design;
Landscape Architecture

John P. Faber Elementary School Addition | Dunellen Public Schools
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Spiezle worked closely with Dunellen School District to design a
new, 9,000 SF, four pre-k classroom addition to the existing
building at John P. Faber Elementary School. The addition, located
in the back of the school, accommodates the unhoused pre-k
classrooms and allows the District to reduce the current class size to
match District and FES standards in size and layout to meet the
Department of Education requirements. Other key features include
a courtyard and a corridor connection

Location: Dunellen, NJ

Size: 9,000 SF

Services: Architecture; Interior Design; Landscape Architecture

Parker at Somerset | Parker Life | Senior Living

​​​​​​​A 75,000 SF addition now serves as the
new front door at this campus and includes a
full 32-bed post-acute rehab program as
well as 32 long-term care beds. The
revitalized campus also includes adult
daycare, child daycare, and public facing
café. Outdoor therapy gardens weave
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throughout the site and among open walking
paths and landscaping.

Location: Somerset, NJ

Size: 75,000 SF

Services: Architecture; Interior Design

You may also like
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JACK GORDON ARCHITECTS-HEALTHCARE/LIFE 
SCI RESEARCH/LAB

NYU Langone Health 
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NORTHWELL HEALTH
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NEW YORK PRESBITERIAN
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NYU TANDON MAE LAB
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CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION
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You may also like

Powered by Adobe Portfolio

1/20/26, 3:32 PM Johanna P Rios - JACK GORDON ARCHITECTS-HEALTHCARE/LIFE SCI RESEARCH/LAB

https://jprios.myportfolio.com/jlga 19/19

http://portfolio.adobe.com/
https://jprios.myportfolio.com/educational
https://jprios.myportfolio.com/spiezle-architectural-group


JLGA-ACADEMIC/ADAPTIVE REUSE

PS-85Q: PRE-K THRU 5 NEW SCHOOL ANNEX
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The NYC School Construction Authority (SCA), in partnership with Jack L. Gordon Architects (JLGA),
embarked on the construction of a new annex for PS 85 in Queens. This freestanding, 68,000-square-
foot facility was designed to enhance the educational experience for over 400 students. It boasted 7
classrooms dedicated to Pre-K and Kindergarten, along with 15 academic classrooms for grades 1-5.
The annex also included a cafeteria and a gym auditorium, providing a comprehensive learning
environment.
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CONSTRUCTION ADMINISTRATION

With a project budget of $80 million, the annex was poised to become a beacon of sustainable design
and the most energy-efficient learning facility in the borough of Queens. JLGA meticulously integrated a
variety of sustainable design solutions into the final plan, drawing inspiration from the SCA’s extensive
research into practical energy conservation measures for the city’s public schools. This initiative
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underscored the client’s commitment to creating a model learning facility that prioritized environmental
responsibility.
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3K EDUCATION CENTERS
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NVCSCA K-462 4822 NEW UTRECHT AVE.

This new 9,100 SF school, situated between the Laurelton and St. Albans neighborhoods of Queens is
one of many new locations across the five boroughs aimed at giving the youngest children of NYC an
early jumpstart to learning and navigating educational environments—while supporting New Yorkers in
managing the complexities of family life.

The school is composed of four large classrooms and associated administrative, service, and kitchen
areas in a former commercial space. while creating a warm, welcoming space that can meet the special
needs of young children just beginning to learn and socialize within a classroom setting.

  K-469 1070 FLATBUSH AVE.
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JLGA designed a completely new fit-out of the space featuring new room layouts and mechanical and
communications services. Special consideration was given to crafting spaces supporting specific
learning approaches for 3- to 4-year-olds and encouraging free play and interaction.

You may also like
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NV5-EDUCATIONAL/CULTURAL

WILLAM PENN CHARTER SCHOOL KURTZ CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
PHILADELPHIA, PA
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The versatile facility caters not only to the school community but also to the broader community around
the campus. The new 639-seat theater offers multiple control levels suitable for different users, ranging
from cleaning staff to teachers to performers. The facility also houses a band room, choir room, music
computer lab, individual practice rooms, dressing rooms, faculty offices, a library, a recording studio, a
scene shop, and a costume room. The Kurtz Center has earned Gold Certification from the US Green
Building Council with 50 LEED points.

UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND EDWARD ST. JOHN LEARNING & TEACHING
CENTER

The Edward St. John Learning and Teaching Center at the University of Maryland is the campus's first
new academic building in 50 years, exclusively dedicated to classroom space. NV5 provided
audiovisual, acoustics, and learning space consulting for the $120 million project, which includes
63,400 square feet of new construction and 27,400 square feet of renovations. Serving nearly 12,000
students daily, the center boasts floor-to-ceiling windows in most classrooms and corridors, 12
classrooms, 9 general chemistry teaching labs, 5 breakout rooms, 5 seminar rooms, 4 cafes, 2 green
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roofs (one accessible for student study), 2 study rooms, 2 tutorial rooms, a 132-seat flexible
multipurpose classroom, student lounges, and 7 huddle rooms designed as glass blocks within the
hallways for small group discussions.

UMASS AMHERST RECREATION CENTER
Amherst, MA

NV5 oversaw the design and construction of a new 120,000-square-foot recreational facility at UMass
Amherst. This three-story recreation center features a gymnasium, an indoor track, areas for weightlifting
and fitness, multi-purpose rooms, and administrative offices.

Designed with an open floor plan, the center promotes visual connectivity across its interior spaces,
fostering zones for relaxation and social interaction. Positioned to overlook the university's athletic fields,
the recreation center is strategically located on a public walkway that links the residential and academic
buildings.

You may also like
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Finalist in the International Resilient Homes Challenge Competition Finalist in the International Resilient Homes

Challenge Competition World Bank Group, Un, Airbnb.

ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS

RESILIENT HOME CHALLENGE -2018
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ARCHITECTURE COMPETITION-SKYRISE 2022

An innovative and iconic skyscraper structure that has the
impact of establishing itself as a landmark in its
surroundings and implementation of new innovative
technologies to make the building safer, increase energy
efficiency, greener, and at the same time take on new and
exciting shapes.

 It was proposed in the East Boston area, in the United
States, in the middle of a deteriorated dock and a vacant
lot for many years, as a strategy to contribute to the
gentrification that is taking place in the area. The Turbines
project extends to connect with the existing Piers Park,
making it a sustainable and innovative model that restores
and expands the natural coastline and elevates it.

HOUSE OF THE FUTURE-2023
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"The competition was pioneering for tackling fundamental issues related to future Emirati housing in
terms of sustainability, practicality, and affordability. The submissions were highly sophisticated in terms
of planning and visual representation while delving into meticulous planning details for materiality and
constructability. The winners were special in terms of their aesthetic appeal to the local Emiratis as
global citizens while balancing all of the diverse factors related to the competition parameters in a
simple and efficient proposal that can function in both an existing master plan or a newly planned zone
with the city."

Powered by Adobe Portfolio

1/20/26, 3:41 PM Johanna P Rios - ARCHITECTURAL COMPETITIONS

https://jprios.myportfolio.com/architecture-design-competition 3/3

http://portfolio.adobe.com/


EDUCATION

SKILLS, EDUCATION & CERTIFICATIONS

BArch and Master of Architecture and Design
Universidad Del Valle, Cali, Colombia

• Graduated Summa Cum Laude

• 5-year BArch with a research assistantship in the urban design department

M.S. in Computational Design Practices and Urban Design
Columbia GSAPP Program (Spring and Fall 2022)

ACTIVITIES AND HONORS
• Associate Member of the American Institute of Architects (Assoc. AIA)

• Board of Directors, Society of Colombian Architects, NYC Chapter, 2011, 2018

CERTIFICATIONS

• NCARB Certified: Record Number: 559893

• Architecture Registration Examination (ARE 5.0), New York, In Progress

• Registered Architect in Colombia, 1995

• CSI-CDT Certified, Metropolitan New York and New Jersey

• LEED Green Associate (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design), 2014

ACCOMPLISHMENTS

• Finalist in the International Competition - Resilient Home Design Challenge, Scenario 1, issued by Venture with Team

Synergia 1+1=3 Architects, Dec 2018, The World Bank, Build Academy, Airbnb, and GFDRR.

• Nominations in Colombian Architectural Competitions 1996, 1998, 2001 - SCANY Sociedad Colombiana de

Arquitectos of New York.
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