





_ABOUT:

RUTGERS UNIVERSITY
ASB-| ADDITION AND RENOVATIONS

A driving force throughout my life, is my pas-
sion for creation and artistic design paired with
technical problem solving to make it a reality.
this is the heart of my interest in architecture,
form and function hand in hand.

PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE
ADDITION AND RENNOVATIONS

| am inspired by developinga vision and phys-
ically realizing it in a way that others can use,
enjoy, experience, and share. Enamoured with
the outdoors, i find time in the wilderness a
refreshing experience—An experience that
demonstrates how design is critical in how a
person perceives and experiences object,
space, and the impression that it leaves upon
a person.

SETON HALL UNIVERSITY
WELCOME CENTER

QUEEN CITY ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
ADDITION AND RENNOVATIONS

FARLEIGH DICKENSON
ROBOTICS LAB ALTERATION

Professionally, | apply my keen observation on
human perception, breadth of experience, and
technical expertise to all his projects.

SOUTH WARD PROMISE VILLAGE
AFFORDABLE HOUSING DESIGN

SOUTH WARD PROMISE VILLAGE
BRICK ACHIEVE CHARTER SCHOOL

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY
MCCOSH HALL - WPRB RENOVATION STUDY
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CONTACT:

PHONE: 413.446.2276
EMAIL: bn.plin@gmail.com
LINKEDIN: www.linkedin.com/in/ben-poulin




RUTGERS UNIVERSITY -
ASB | ONE STOP
ADDITION AND
ALTERATION

Located on the Busch campus at Rutgers University in
Piscataway New Jersey we designed a 1,220 sf addition
and 67,000 sf of alterations to an existing office space
the project was designed in fall 2018 and constructed

in spring 2020.

My role: | was the project architect for the construction
documentation of this project. | led the architectural
team in the development of the interior and exterior de-
sign and spearheaded coordination with our structural,
audiovisual, and MEP/FP teams to produce coordinated
documents. | was also responsible for construction
administration.

Concept: the addition serves as a way-finding element,
forming a visible tower to anchor the building within the
campus. The project consolidates previously dispersed
student services into a single location, centered around
a “one-stop” lobby model that streamlines student
support and improves accessibility.

FEATURE SERVICE COUNTER



NEW SITEWORK

STUDENTACCESS

SITE CONTEXT:

RESIDENTIAL

The site is located on the edge of
the campus core, near the highway,
and is strategically positioned to
serve both current and prospective
students.

Previously, the main entry was
difficult to locate, positioned on the
north side of the building. The addi-
tion reorients the entry to the south,
facing primary student circulation
paths and making it more visible
and accessible.

_______________

There are four primary components
to the project: administrative offic-
es, support functions, the exterior

plaza, and the “one-stop” lobby.
The plaza and lobby serve as the
primary public and student facing
elements.

CAMPUS



RUTGERS ASB | - LEVEL 1

One-Stop Lobby

Administrative Offices

Mechanical and Support Space

Existing OIT and Server Rooms

Circulation

There are four primary components to the project: administrative offices,
support functions, the exterior plaza, and the “one-stop” lobby. The plaza
and lobby serve as the primary public-facing elements and include:

I Kiosks - student check-in and issue identification + waiting areas
| |
2. One stop - central service desk for staff assistance

3 Exterior plaza - receives and orients students upon arrival to the
" one-stop

4 Self-service stations - independent computers for student to use
" with no assistance
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RUTGERS ASB | - MATERIAL DESIGN
Project includes three main components: exterior upgrades, the The addition features metal panels in custom Rutgers colors, integrated into

addition, and interior alterations. The existing fagade was improved  the existing fagade. These materials extend into the interior through glass
with high-performance glazing and a redesigned envelope to reduce  office fronts and feature metal ceilings, reinforcing a cohesive architectural

thermal bridging. language and modernizing the workspace.









RUTGERS ASB | - LEVEL 1 SERVICE COUNTER



PAPER MILL PLAYHOUSE -
FRONT OF HOUSE
ADDITION AND
RENOVATION

Located in Millburn New Jersey, we designed a 13,000
sf addition and renovation to the existing Paper Mill Play-
house Theater. The project was designed in spring 2026
and targeted to be completed in spring 2027.

My role: | was project architect from schematic design
through construction documentation. Led architectural de-
sign and coordinated with structural, audiovisual, security,
food service, and MEP/FP consultants. Led client presen-
tations and design workshops.

Big idea: the goal was to bring the Paper Mill Playhouse
into the modern era while paying hPmage to its history.
The historic facade was reconstructed to the renovated
restaurant, and a new entry portal references its former
location. Using curtain wall and brick as primary materi-
als, the design creates a bright, open, modern lobby that
ties seamlessly into the existing building. The scope also
includes site work to connect the new restaurant and front-
of-house lobby.



NEW COURTYARD

RESIDENTIAL

RECREATION

RESIDENTIAL

COMMERCIAL

C ENTRAL COMMERCIAL DISTICT

COMMERCIAL

VEHICULAR TRAFFIC

* CENTREST

RESIDENTIAL

RECREATION

-

N

SITE CONTEXT:

The site sits just outside the town’s
downtown commercial center and
is walkable for patrons visiting
nearby restaurants.

The site is also surrounded by
residential neighborhoods, allowing
many visitors to walk to the theater.

Maintaining a familiar character for
existing patrons while modernizing
the facility was important, as was
creating a more active node to
attract new, younger audiences.



FRONT OF HOUSE ADDITION AND

RENNOVATION - LEVEL 1 PLAN DIAGRAM

FRONT OF HOUSE LOBBY

FRONT OF HOUSE OFFICES

SUPPORT SPACE

BACK OF HOUSE NOT IN SCOPE

The existing lobby no longer functions as desired and presents accessibility challeng-
es. The new addition is a modest expansion of the lobby, but a complete reconfigura-
tion to create a modernized space that functions and flows better for current needs,
while improving accessibility through a simplified layout.

The project introduces a primarily two-level, 6,000 sf lobby with bars and merchan-
dising as the new front-of-house space. A mezzanine balcony and feature stair are
key elements, designed as donor opportunities and clad in metal panel to align with
the exterior palette. The project also includes administrative offices and new restroom
facilities. Key features include:

Exterior Plaza - With accessible ramps and integrated seating, connecting the
lobby to the renovated restaurant

1.

Brookside Walk: - Redesigned path from parking with an additional accessible
entry

Main Lobby- Primary gathering and event space

Donor Lounge - Private space with an elevated design and dedicated bar
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DESIGN
TECTONIC:

The existing masonry facade was
reconstructed on the renovated
restaurant across from the theater.

In its place, a modern entry portal
of gfrc panels defines the new
lobby, which features a four-sided
SSG curtain wall system extend-
ing from the plaza to the brookside
path.

This transparent volume is framed
with brick, matched and coursed to
integrate with the existing building
and maintain a consistent tectonic







SETON HALL
UNIVERSITY -
WELCOME CENTER

Located in South Orange, New Jersey, this
68,200 sf new construction project delivers a
new administrative welcome center serving

as an event space, educational space, and
introductory space for prospective students and
families. The project was design in spring 2017
and was completed in fall 2018.

My role: | was responsible for technical devel-
opment and documentation of the building’s
exterior envelope in tandem with a technical
lead in the office, and | facilitated construction
administration for the project through comple-
tion.

Big idea: the project was conceived as a
gateway to Seton Hall University’s campus.
Positioned as the first visible building upon
arrival, it was intended to serve as the “face”
of the university, representing excellence and
institutional pride.



SITE CONTEXT:

/" RESIDENTIAL

Located directly at the public
entry to the campus, the building
~ needed to establish a strong
presence from the street while
also “greeting” visitors as they
enter.

RESIDENTIAL RESIDENTIAL

RESIDENTIAL

The three visible facades in-
corporate design features and
vernacular references drawn
om the architectural history of

the campus.

At the main -~
N
. entry, a warm
RESIDENTIAL \ RESIDENTIAL interior environment was
created, showcasing Seton
Hall branding immediately
upon arrival.




LEVEL 1 PLAN DIAGRAM

| LoBBY

\ HALLWAY

| EVENT ROOM

| BACK OF HOUSE

| ADMISSIONS OFFICE

| ADMISSIONS RECEPTION
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‘ ADMISSIONS INFORMATION SESSIONS

A consistent material palette and detailing strategy
was used across all program areas to reinforce a
unified design language throughout the building. The
building is organized into three primary areas:

] Prefunction/lobby space: the primary arrival
. space and visual focus upon entry.

Administrative wing: a two-story volume hous-
ing campus administrative staff supporting
student services.

3 Informations room - teaching and presenta-
»  tion space for prospective students.

Event room: a 1,000-person event space
4. designed to support lectures, student events,
galas, and fundraising functions.
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DESIGN TECTONIC:

Material selection was a key driver of the project.

The design was grounded in university design standards to

ensure contextual fit within the campus.

At the same time, larger expanses of glass and metal

paneling were introduced—particularly in the prefunction/
lobby space—to create a more contemporary expression,
increase daylighting, and enhance visual connection to the

campus and approaching visitors.
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QUEEN CITY ACADEMEY
CHARTER SCHOOL -
ADDITION AND
RENOVATION

Located in Plainfield New Jersey we designed two new
additions to an existing elementary school for queen city
academy charter school. This includes a 36,000 sf high
school addition and a 22,000 sf middle school addition
to consolidate their schools into one location. The de-
sign for the project was complete in spring 2026 and the
target for completion of construction is fall 2027.

Role: | was project architect from schematic design
through construction documents. Led architectural
design and coordination with structural, audiovisual, and
MEP/FP teams. | acted as the primary client contact for
our firm; facilitated internal and external design work-
shops and project decision-making.

Concept: “confluence of community.” The design estab-
lishes a cohesive campus where each school maintains
its own identity while being connected through shared
commons and exterior courtyards. The campus is
oriented to engage the surrounding neighborhood and
support community use.



W7TH AND GRANT - SOUTH TOWARD THE EXISTING BUILDING

52

HOUSE AC

ROSS FROM SCHOOL ALONG GRANT AVE

W7TH STREET - EAST TOWARD EXISTING BUILDING

HOUSE ON ADJACENT PROPERTY ALONG GRANT AVENUE

W 7TH STRE

SITE CONTEXT:

Located within a single-family
residential context, the project
addresses scale through materiality
and massing.

Brick facades, articulated volumes,
and a mansard-like roof reduce
perceived height and relate to the
neighborhood.

Primary entries and courtyards
define each school, while internal
commons link the additions into a

unified whole.

1 Church assembly space
on the adjacent lot

Medium density apart-
ment housing.

Single family housing
neighborhood.




CONCEPT DIAGRAM

HIGH SCHOOL

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

1
y MIDDLE SCHOOL
T




DESIGN SOLUTION:

Each addition has its own primary entry and courtyard, providing access to each school. These are connected internally through com- CLASSROOM FUNCTION

mons—Iarge multipurpose spaces that create a cohesive experience throughout. ADMINISTRATIVE FUNCTION
ASSEMBLY FUNCTION

We used materials and massing strategies to help the larger school blend into the surrounding neighborhood, including brick facades CORE/COMMONS FUNCTION

and breaking down the third-floor mass with a faux mansard roof to reduce the perceived scale of the building. Exterior materials SUPPORT FUNCTION

include brick, Hardie panels, and wood to tie into both the existing building materials and the surrounding residential context.

LEVEL 2 ADDITION SQUARE FOOTAGE:
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HS ADDITION: 12,670 SF
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DESIGN TECTONIC:

Masonry on the lower two stories, combined with storefront slot windows inset within
hardie panel, creates a timeless expression that respects the neighborhood character
while remaining playful.

On the third floor, the building steps back and transitions to a slate-colored board-and-
batten panel that reads as a mansard roof, reducing the vertical scale and reinforcing a
more residential character.

Careful integration with the existing building was critical. Attention to detail at interfac-
es—where new roofs, walls, and floors meet existing conditions—ensures adequate
space for expansion joints to accommodate differential movement between the addi-

tions and the existing structure.



FARLEIGH DICKENS
UNIVERSITY-
ROBOTICS LAB
ALTERATION

Located in Teaneck, New Jersey, this 965 sf alteration
renovates an existing robotics lab at Farleigh Dick-
enson. The project was designed in spring 2024 and
complete in the fall of 2024.

My role: | served as project architect following con-
cept design. The team moved directly into construc-
tion documentation over a two-week period. | led
technical development, coordinated documentation
efforts, and directed construction administration
through completion.

Big idea: the project focused on visibility and brand-
ing. The lab is located at the end of an underutilized
corridor with no clear indication of destination. We
introduced interior glazing to reveal activity within the
classroom and used graphic elements to express the
function of the space. The project had a small budget
so focusing on key design areas was important.



SITE CONTEXT:

The space is within an existing building whose primary entry is at the

opposite end. Upon entering from the main stairs, the corridor previously

terminated in CMU walls with no clear way-finding to departments.

KEY PLAN

An exterior patio overlooking campus is also directly accessible from the lab

but was not visible or known from inside the building. The design aimed to
establish visual connections, improve departmental identity, and strengthen
links back to campus circulation.
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DESIGN IDEA

Branding and way-finding were key drivers for establishing presence and visibility for the robotics lab within the university. Drawing from themes of Al and mi-
crochips, a graphic/architectural gesture extends from within the space into the corridor, forming a custom feature element that anchors and identifies the lab. A
custom vector pattern—developed with a vendor—was applied across panels and window film to create a continuous motif referencing circuit board logic.
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Transparency was also critical. Extensive glazing was introduced to maximize daylight and visibility while maintaining functional performance. Selective win-
dow film was used to balance openness with privacy, creating a branded layer that also enhances curiosity and engagement. An open glass shelving system
was incorporated to house equipment while preserving light penetration and spatial transparency.









SOUTHWARD PROMISE
VILLAGE -
AFFORDABLE HOUSING

Located in Newark New Jersey we designed a 28,000 sf,
4-story affordable housing building over a ground-level parking
lot, which shared a site with the brick achieve charter school.
The owner envisioned the housing being used for student and
teacher communities. The project was designed in the fall
2018.

Role: | was project architect and lead designer through sche-
matic design. Led early-stage housing market research for the
firm, developed design through internal/external charrettes,
coordinated energy analysis with consultants, and produced
schematic documentation.

Concept: “backyard for the community.” The project estab-
lishes a shared outdoor deck as a central communal space,
partially accessible to the school during the day and residents
at all times. The design prioritizes family-oriented housing,
with an emphasis on increasing 2- and 3-bedroom units while
maintaining overall unit yield We also studied unit distribution
extensively, balancing overall unit yield with a higher propor-
tion of 2- and 3-bedroom units to support families.

NEIGHBORHOOD BACKYARD SCHEME



SITE CONTEXT:

The site is shared with

the brick achieve charter
school and is located in a

-

residential neighborhood

just off Newark’s main

commercial corridor.

It is also central to three
nearby schools, making
family-oriented unit distri-

bution an important con-

sideration.



SITE DIAGRAM - SCHOOL AND LEVEL 1 PARKING

CONTINUDS COMMONS

BACKYARD SCHEME TIERED GARDEN SCHEME SHARED C



‘OURTYARD SCHEME

CIII o —
a3 i
&
i AN 5
z \ t v j z J] \ I./w\.
= . IR or
S e -
[ . & —
f_:.ﬂ = - IQpp—
| il q el R S
— = o]
. 5 7 -
J 1 =S b <l
H 1 L
R 4=
1 APARTMENT | nm 1 {
s =
wus £
o
- 1
o k
— £ AMENTY
&
b
s

 LEVEL 2 - HOUSING PLAN

Y

125305F
158

AVENTTY
wNE B

5

wusk

50 {—TRASH ROOM II

21012 L 41"

|

1
= 27917 ”
£

5y

1
o] Lo | ‘
m

610

e817" 107 03 00"

%512

) e
b
L

w12

180"

STAR2

23
16285 5F

We developed multiple massing
studies, incorporating sustainability
and energy performance as key
design drivers. We used sefaira with
our engineers to evaluate perfor-
mance scenarios and inform the final
scheme.

Another key design factor was unit
distribution. There is a significant
lack of two and three bedroom unit
apartments throughout Newark, so
we were tasked with creating a layout
that was efficient but prioritized family
dwelling units over maximizing num-
ber of units.
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SOUTH WARD PROMISE SETON HLL WELCOME CENTER 15 A XKXUEXX
VILLAGE - BRICK SN NS ERAED
ACHIEVE CHARTER INXK,

SCHOOL THE BIG DEA

Located in Newark, New Jersey, this project includes a THE EXECUTION
16,000 sf addition to an existing 39,000 sf building. The
original structure was a light industrial building, which was MY ROLE

renovated and expanded to improve accessibility and bring
it up to current energy and building code standards. The
project was designed in the fall 2018

Role: | was project architect from design development
through construction documents. Led code review due to
updated regulations, redesign of affected systems, and
coordination through construction documentation. Primary
client and consultant contact.

Concept: a vertical progression of learning expressed
through material evolution. Lower levels retain and restore
existing industrial materials, while upper levels introduce
lighter, contemporary systems that symbolize academic
advancement of students through their education.



The site is shared with the
““south ward promise village
__.and is located in a residen-
tial neighborhood just off
" Newark’s main commercial

corridor. It is also central
to three nearby schools,
reinforcing a broader
educational network within
Newark.

The school also shares
access to a portion of

the adjacent “backyard”
created by the housing
project, forming a commu-
nity event space located
between schools and near
the commercial corridor.



BRICK ACHIEVE CHARTER SCHOOL- LEVEL 1 PLAN DIAGRAM
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PRINCETON UNIVERSITY - =~ e
WPRB ALTERATION/ v
RENOVATION A

Located in Princeton, New Jersey, this project explores
multiple schemes for the relocation of the WPRB radio \
station, ranging from a 1,140 sf to 2,300 sf renovation \
of an existing space. The concept design was complete \
spring 2025.

|
My role: | served as project architect and project man- I
ager for the concept and feasibility phase. Developed l’
multiple design schemes and cost analyses in direct /
coordination with Princeton university. Responsibilities /
included schedule development, design presentations, ,
consultant coordination, and estimation workshops to ’
evaluate and present relocation options. ’

Big idea: our schemes focused on creating a central - -
“heart” for the station—a flexible, expressive core space Semm—_-— 7
that defines WPRB'’s identity. This hear would allow
WPRB to be better positioned to be public-facing hub for
broadcasting, events, and community interaction than
their current location in a dormitory allows.
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SITE CONTEXT:

WPRB is a long-standing independent radio station close-
ly tied to both Princeton university and the surrounding
community.

While currently located in a dormitory basement, the sta-
tion operates outside the traditional university structure.

The existing location presents security and access lim-
itations for off-campus DJs and lacks a clear sense of
identity or presence on campus.

We explored converting a recently vacated building into

a new dedicated broadcast facility. The proposed site
offers a more central campus location along a primary
pedestrian corridor, improving visibility, access, and public
engagement, while also removing constraints associated
being in a dormitory
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DESIGN INTENT:

Both schemes focus on creating a central “heart” for the
station—a flexible, expressive core space that defines
WPRB's identity. This space is designed as an active,
public-facing hub for broadcasting, events, and com-
munity interaction. Interactive wall systems allow for the
display of records, artwork, and station identity elements,
reinforcing WPRB’s culture and presence.



SPATIAL DIAGRAM - SMALL OPTION

CEILING HEIGHT

NOISE

Key program zones and existing conditions were
mapped to determine optimal placement of the
central hub and to evaluate how each scheme
could best support visibility, operational efficiency,

and engagement with both campus and public
audiences.
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MEDIUM OPTION
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DESIGN INTENT:

Radiating from this core are the pro-
grammatic components—administrative
offices, record archives, and broadcast
studios—organized in a spoke-like con-
figuration to maintain visual and func-
tional connection to the central space.




