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Education
Rosemead high school - class of 2024

          1. Avid - 4 years
          2. 255 Credits completed
          3. 3.94 Weighted gpa - TOp 17% of class
          4. California state seal of biliteracy

California state polytechnic university, Pomona
          1. Bachelor of Architecture - august 2024 - CURRENT

Extracurriculars
CPP noma member
cpp dbia member

work experience
Painting, ceiling work, carpentry, demolition, tile work - Benavidez painting
services 2022 - current
cancer research and career readiness internship - city of hope - November 2022
- February 2023
cpp college corps food insecurity relief - Our Savior Center - September 2025 -
may 2026 - 450 hours
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cONTACT
Email - oubenavides@gmail.com
Instagram - @oscarrr.benavides
LinkedIn - Oscar Benavides
Phone: (626)-316-0798

C.V.
special skills

software skills
          1. Adobe - photoshop, indesign, illustrator, acrobat
          2. digital fabrication - 3d printing, laser cutting, cricut design space
          3. Rhino 8 (3d modeling)

office skills
          1. Microsoft 365 - outlook, excel, word, PowerPoint, OneDrive
          2. project management
          3. customer & coworker service

climate analysis
          1. Home Energy Efficient Design (HEED)
          2. Climate consultant
          3. cbe Climatool
          4. Andrew marsh tools (Psychrometric chart, sun path diagram, etc.)

Manual & fabrication skills
          1. model making and material assembly
          2. carpentry, painting, tile work
          3. demolition and ceiling repair
          4. hand/power tool operation
          5. operational knowledge of electrical and mechanical pallet jacks

Language
          1. English - advanced reading, writing, and speech
          2. Spanish - advanced reading, writing, and speech

http://www.linkedin.com/in/oscar-benavides-42b5443a5
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Solo Work: 
   Performing
      Arts
         Academy

image 1: exterior view collage
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Site
       This project is situated in Downtown Los Angeles, at the corner of S
Spring St. and W 2  St, between the historic theatre and government
districts of the city. These preexisting conditions require a design that is
both performative and acknowledging of the housing crisis pervasive
throughout the city.

nd

Massing
        The massing of the buildings very closely follows the outer shell. The
smaller café has its form shaped by the surrounding figure ground, which
itself gets carved by the overhead curve the larger theatre building
follows. The massing is indirectly shaped by the largest curve of the
larger theatre, which leads to a non-rectangular form. The ceiling
follows the interior space of the café, which sinks into the site to
connect to the second elevation of the figure ground.

      The larger theatre begins at the underground floor plan with an
outline of a grand piano, but as the building ascends, the concave shape
is slowly buffed outwards until the last floor, where now the curve
follows the ones seen overhead on the figure ground. Though it’s this
top curve that influences the rest of the figure ground and smaller café.
This void space creates a more spacious environment between the raised
figure ground and theatre building, where when one stands in front of
the theatre and looks up, they will realize the building itself slowly
inches above them and even provides shade. The massing itself is very
prominent within the site as it must accommodate the large lobby volume
that the grand staircase is responsible for creating, among the other
spaces it holds.

Image 2: isometric massing diagram
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IMAGE 3: INTERIOR VIEW COLLAGE

Program
       Rooted in showmanship and grandeur, the first and second floors of
the theatre building are public spaces that feature a large, open lobby
space that connects the floors through a grand staircase. This grand
staircase guides visitors to the second-floor large theatre and parallel
cores of the building. Outside the building, the ant farm façade reveals
this guided human activity through its openings, creating a relationship
between façade and interior space visible from the street. The for-the-
public driven design of the first two floors relates to the exterior
façade openings, enhancing the open and welcoming feel of the large
theatre building.

       The third floor of the theatre building is comprised of private spaces,
meant to accommodate both staff and students. The exterior façade, for
this reason, has less openings at the top of the building to reflect the
idea. While below the grand staircase designated where neighboring
spaces would land, on the third floor, spaces are more structured and
follow the curves of the exterior shape of the building.

       In the opposing corner of the site rests the simple café building, which
also houses an informal theatre that is built deeper into the ground.
These two spaces, undivided and under one roof, still become separated
by their changes in elevation.
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image 4: Ground floor plan image 5: Underground and third floor plans
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image 6: long and short perspective sections image 7: long and short elevations
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image 8: 1/32" scale Miniature Physical Model image 9: 1/8" Scale Physical Model Corners
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image 10: 1/8" Scale Physical Model longitudinal elevations image 11: 1/8" scale physical model interior view
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Solo Work: 
   Split
      Lotus:
         Little
            Tokyo
               theatre

image 1: Bird’s eye view and exploded axonometric view
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image 2: Site plan

split lotus - little Tokyo theatre
       Sitting upon a site in Little Tokyo, one of many flavorful towns
surrounding the greater melting-pot metropolis that is Los Angeles, it
was imperative that the design should showcase a wide array of diversity
through implementation of symbolicism, form, and path. Much like the
principals of intersectionality, identity is not one-faced, and neither
should be a representing space. Indeed, this idea of multiple faces and
identity visually “split” the singular harmony of the site into a
meltingpot of its own. To bolster the multi-faced principle, the theatre
holds two different entrances that create contrasting user experiences
of reaching the theatre, using the relationships between rigid forms and
smoothened ones, based on which path they assume. Furthering the
contrast, where the theatre rests in the site causes a split of paths from
the one that connects the site to the Japanese Village Plaza, sending path-
goers into either a dense secluded forest behind the theatre, or an open
and wide plaza that stretches out to each end of the site. To show the
aspect of multiculturalism, several symbolic shapes are deconstructed
and spread across the site, such as the prospering “8” plaza, rigid and
smooth peace sign on the upper hill, and the Chinese Yin and Yang which
holds in the eye one of two lotuses, and the other the “Go For Broke”
memorial, to remind us to honor our heroes for their acts of valor and
selflessness and not for their race or skin color, a warped means of
celebration that leads to the erosion of what these heroes stood for.
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image 3: exterior and interior views image 4: Floor plans
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image 5: Elevation and Section cut
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image 6: 1/32" Scale Physical Site model views image 7: 1/16" scale physical model views
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Group Work: 
   Teopanzolco
      cultural
         center
            Case
               Study

image 1: exterior axonometric view
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teopanzolco cultural center
       The architect behind the teopanzolco cultural center is isaac broid
with the firm productora. the building was built in cuernavaca, morelos
state, mexico in the year 2017. the project aims to establish a connection
between the past and present by not only designing a public space that
conncets with old ruins nearby, but also provides the cultural facility
of theatre. the entire building (on the surface) is comprised of a large
triangle that houses the theatre/foyer, while a smaller triangle contains
the main lobby: these two triangles slope upward in opposite directions,
allowing the public to walk atop them. the building has a unique style
for its openings, comprising of wooden doors and windows that
connect to the ancient ruins just beyond its gates. the large folding
doors of the lobby are a specifichighlight, doubling as a way to allow
for natural air circulation that negates the need for ac units.

image 2: Massing, program, circulation, and worm’s eye diagrams

context
       the purpose of this group case study was to get students to
understand how spacial programming, massing, and envelope come
together when designing for a theatre as much as possible in a
collaborative setting. Students were asked to replicate their case studies
entirely and provide diagrams and drawings. Dividing the work amongst
the group, I was tasked with providing the worm’s eye and section
diagrams, help with selecting a color palette, fix minor details on other
drawings, and model making. By frequent communication, compromise,
and collaboration, our group was able to smoothly produce the
required diagrams, drawings, and physical model within a good time
frame from the project deadline.
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image 3: Ground floor plan image 4: Underground floor plan
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image 5: section cut image 6: 1/8" scale physical model bird’s eye view
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image 7: 1/8" scale physical model top view image 8: 1/8" scale physical model interior view
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Group Work: 
   Net
      zero
         adu
            group
               project

image 1: Floor Plan, Axonometric Views, and Elevations
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local climate and conditions
       Los Angeles has a warm–temperate Mediterranean climate with mild
winters and warm, dry summers. Although summer heat occurs, 
the region experiences more underheated hours throughout the year,
making passive heating, thermal mass, and solar gain especially effective.
This 820 sq ft ADU is organized to respond to these conditions through
strategic layout and passive design. The living room and kitchen are
placed along the south side, where large operable floor-to-ceiling
windows bring in winter sunlight and support cross ventilation, while a
west-facing porch creates a shaded entry transition and reduces late-
afternoon heat. On the north side, the bedroom, bathroom, and laundry
room are grouped for privacy and thermal stability, and a raised sloped
roof above this zone introduces clerestory windows that enhance both
cross ventilation and stack ventilation by allowing warm air to rise
and escape. The sloped roof also accommodates a south-facing solar
panel array, while deep roof overhangs and a shading trellis limit
summer heat gain and allow low-angle winter sun to warm the interior
naturally.

image 2: Sun Path Diagrams
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Context
       This project specifically asked groups to select a city from a
provided list and conduct many analyses of the area such as climate,
temperature range, sun shading, natural ventilation potential, etc. and
design a net zero ADU with sustainable passive strategies off data
collected. Through a process of producing and presenting to the
professor, our group gathered data charts and used them to discuss
how we would design the ADU, what passive strategies would work best,
and how to achieve a net zero operational energy usage status. I WAS
ABLE TO PROMOTE GROUP SUCCESS BY KEEPING CONTACT, frequent asks for
peer reviews, and being present to collaborate better.
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image 3: sustainable passive design strategies diagrams image 4: sustainable passive design strategies wall section
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image 5: PV system renders image 6: dynamic illuminance diagrams



Leadership Work: 
   Bucolic
      quilt
         art
            installation
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image 1: Bucolic Quilt Art Installation at echo park, Los Angeles

https://www.instagram.com/p/DLTilh-PbH5/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link&igsh=MzRlODBiNWFlZA==


image 2: FlatBed Panel designs and laser cut set up
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context
       Throughout the semester, this digital design class had assignments
that varied largely in order to teach students different and important
techniques and strategies in the modeling software, called rhino, we use.
At the halfway point (of the semester), assignments began to build off
each other to culminate in the final: a large quilt-like art installation at
echo park, Los Angeles as a part of the LOS Angeles design festival.
       Initially, all students created textures, flatbed panel designs, set up
laser cut files, created renders, and panel assembly directions, before
they would carry out their different roles. I had chosen to be a project
manager, which meant I was in charge of contacting other groups within
my jurisdiction, collecting flatbed panels from other collectors,
overseeing panel storage, overseeing the assembly line, and quality
control, among other tasks.
       I was able to promote success by leading the emails sent to different
groups about information and available dates for panel assembly,
photography, and installation, creating a large discord server to help
identify and connect students of different roles, planning the assembly
dates, communicating with the instructors of the class, overseeing
assembly, and even assisting in assembly.
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image 3: panel installation render 1 image 4: panel installation render 2
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image 5: Panel Installation render 3 image 6: panel installation directions

1/8" white acrylic 7328

flush mount clip
connection at 2x2
w/ 2 wood screws

flush mount clip
connection at acrylic
w/ 2 #6-32 flush
machine screws
2 screw post
connection to bolt
(binds layers together)

1/16" clear acrylic
w/ cutout design features

flatbed white print
texture & pattern

flatbed color print
texture & pattern

2 #6-32 SS
Acorn Cap Nut

1/16" petg
vacuum formed
landscape geometry
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image 7: completed panel image 8: completed panel close-up
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image 9: producing the panels Image 10: collaborating with other project managers
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image 11: bucolic quilt art installation image 12: thumbnail for the ladf event


