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r e v e r s e  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  i n d e x
[1]  For the money.
[2] For the act or the object.
[3] Codified in an academic environment.
[4]  Also codified in an academic environment.
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obar 
lounge and 
restaurant
Size:  3750 sq ft /
350 sq m
Materials: industrial 
chain, red oak, 
mother of pearl tiles, 
litracon™, granite, 
stoneware tiles

inter ior sect ion/
elevat ion A :  entr y

the Fairmont hotel in 
Cairo wished to transform an 
existing cigar lounge into a 
high-end venue serving sushi 
and cocktails.  
   existing conditions of the 
space were challenging; the 
ceiling was exceptionally 
low, there were no external 
windows, and the spaces al-
lotted for the project were 
disjunctive.  
   We set out to create illusions 
of lightness and fluidity while 
playing on a theme of voyeur-
ism which resulted in an open 
restaurant and bar ringed 
by lounge areas.  Projected 
on the terminal wall in each 
lounge area is a live image 
from elsewhere in the space.  
a draped industrial chain 
ceiling screens mechanical 
systems and provides a dy-
namic design feature while 
mother of pearl and oak wall 
claddings provide a softer 
contrast.
   i was responsible for lead-
ing the project from concept 
design through construction 
documents for the architec-
tural modification and inte-
rior design of the space. my 
responsibilities extended to 
external coordination and cli-
ent presentations as well.



restroom

dining area

lounge

lounge

lounge

lounge

obar 
lounge and 
restaurant

hotel lobby

entry

main bar

restroom

private bar

interior section / elevation A

interior section / elevation B

interior section / elevation C
plan

Size:  3750 sq ft /
350 sq m
Materials: industrial 
chain, red oak, 
mother of pearl tiles, 
litracon™, granite, 
stoneware tiles



obar 
lounge and 
restaurant

inter ior sect ion/
elevat ion B :  main 
bar 

magnify x2

Size:  3750 sq ft /
350 sq m
Materials: industrial 
chain, red oak, 
mother of pearl tiles, 
litracon™, granite, 
stoneware tiles



al legria 
residence

3D image :  cour tesy 
of direct ion studio

Size:  16000 sq ft /
1500 sq m
Materials: concrete, 
masonry block, steel, 
bronze, glazing, white 
oak, teak

the suburban site located 
in Cairo, egypt presented a 
challenge with a five meter 
level change across its length.         
  With a desire to capitalize 
on the land levels, the design 
approach deliberately aims 
to incorporate the residence 
within the surrounding site 
and garden. this idea trans-
lates into an architecture that 
both vertically and horizon-
tally integrates the program 
and the garden; where the 
land envelopes or pushes into 
the residence.
   a double height space with 
floor to ceiling views of the 
garden vertically links the 
formal reception and the 
family living room.  the up-
per garden houses the formal 
dining room which sits apart 
surrounded by a delicate cop-
per screen, serving as a lan-
tern in the landscape.
     i began working on the 
project while it was in the ear-
ly concept design stage and 
was responsible for elabo-
rating the concept and devel-
oping the design.  i oversaw 
engineering coordination and 
completion of construction 
documents.



al legria 
residence

3D image :  cour tesy 
of direct ion studio

Size:  16000 sq ft /
1500 sq m
Materials: concrete, 
masonry block, steel, 
bronze, glazing, white 
oak, teak
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al legria 
residence

ground f loor plan

Size:  16000 sq ft /
1500 sq m
Materials: concrete, 
masonry block, steel, 
bronze, glazing, white 
oak, teak
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Size:  16000 sq ft /
1500 sq m
Materials: concrete, 
masonry block, steel, 
bronze, glazing, white 
oak, teak



capseizure

embarcat ion

duckboat
Size:  36” x 19” x 16” /
91cm x 48cm x 41cm
Materials:  Spanish 
cedar, yellow pine, 
glue

DuCkboat reFleCts a 
technical exploration of wood, 
and a formal exploration of the 
vessel.  
   the skeleton of the duck-
boat was constructed from 
two f lanks of soft yellow 
pine connected by a series 
of ribs.  honed by hand, the 
ribs curve through one axis 
and their faces are beveled to 
follow the curve of the flank.  
thin strips of cedar were 
steamed with an iron and 
glued and stapled to the ribs.  
   the duckboat’s scale is 
comfortably human.  a single 
occupant kneeling inside is 
hugged by the vessel.  the 
form is a subtly evocative 
organic volume that invites 
exploration.



f inal 
watercolor 
sel f -por trai t
Size:  30” x 22” /
76cm x 56cm
Materials:  graphite,  
watercolor pigment, 
cotton paper

student work :
alex henderson

this examPle of second-
year student work is from a 
three credit hour class i taught 
at auburn university’s rural 
studio. 
    Watercolor class is a tradi-
tion at the rural studio.  typi-
cally, students elect an ante-
bellum house or building to 
study, draw, and render in 
watercolor.  i felt that students 
could gain more valuable 
skills using the fluid medium 
to render non-orthographic 
form and light, and over-
come pre-conceived ideas 
about what is seen to be able 
to graphically reproduce what 
is seen objectively.
   the self-portrait was a 
theme throughout the semes-
ter.  the prior 4 assignments 
were self-portraits as well, in 
varied mediums and repro-
duced from mirror or photo.
    all of the previous assign-
ments were done in prepara-
tion for this final self-portrait.  
the exacting repetition en-
sured that students gained 
technical skill as well as over-
coming their own preconcep-
tions of their image.



l ions park

the rural stuDio allows 
students to design and build 
real projects in an under-
served community.  students 
design, detail, and build their 
projects on a limited budget.  
   Joey aplin, adam Wood-
ward, anthony Vu and i 
completed the design and 
renovation of lions Park in 
Greensboro, alabama for 
our joint thesis project.  We 
were charged with envision-
ing a multi-phase master plan 
and designing the landscape 
in the ailing community park.
    big gestures include spaces 
defined by vegetation, a large 
bioswale to demarcate edge,  
defined entry, main axis, con-
gregating spaces, and con-
necting walking path.
   a motif of concrete strips 
inlaid in the surface guides 
movement through the park, 
mimicking logs floating down 
a river.  these linear strips 
also serve as typical public 
furniture, departing the sur-
face vertically to become en-
try gates, trash receptacles, 
benches, tables, and light 
fixtures.
   additionally, we secured 
funding for a skatepark to be 
implemented in the following 
phase of construction.

Size:  40 acres /
162000 sq m
Materials:  concrete, 
stone, steel, aluminum, 
dirt, trees, shrubs, 
grass

mechanical  gates 
at  entr y :  image 
cour tesy of t imothy 
hurs ley



long path of the 
western tr ibutar y

l ions park
Size:  40 acres /
162000 sq m
Materials:  concrete, 
stone, steel, aluminum, 
dirt, trees, shrubs, 
grass



*future football fields

*future skatepark

to greensboro

to downtown greensboro

l ions park
Size:  40 acres /
162000 sq m
Materials:  concrete, 
stone, steel, aluminum, 
dirt, trees, shrubs, 
grass
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design drawing 
with ful ly grown 
fol iage

l ions park
Size:  40 acres
Materials:  concrete, 
stone, steel, aluminum, 
dirt, trees, shrubs, 
grass



inhabited
model

urban 
natatorium
Size:  12” x 12” x 18” /
30cm x 30cm x 46cm
Materials:  chipboard, 
glue, acrylic, dye, 
acetoned ink, vinyl, 
photoshop

the urban natatorium 
investigates a large-span 
steel structure in the ur-
ban context of birmingham, 
alabama.  the natatorium 
primarily serves as a recre-
ational facility with a large lap 
pool and fitness center.  While 
three quarters of the corner 
building’s facades are dedi-
cated to the fitness center / 
natatorium, the rest of the fa-
cade houses retail space and 
a restaurant.
   because the pool is on the 
second level of the building, 
the entry level ceiling plane is 
defined by the pool well, and 
supported by a forest of small 
steel columns.
   steel trusses of significant 
depth are used to achieve 
the clear span over the pool 
on the second level.  these 
trusses become walls on the 
third level, and building oc-
cupants move through the 
trusses as they traverse the 
fitness center.  a curtain wall 
of glass ensures ample light 
throughout the day and sun 
exposure at an indoor pool.  



longi tudinal  sect ion

urban 
natatorium
Size:  12” x 18” /
30cm x 46cm
Materials:  cotton 
paper, dye, acetoned 
ink,  photoshop



s i te model

urban 
natatorium
Size:  12” x 12” x 3” /
30cm x 30cm x 8cm
Materials:  chipboard, 
glue, acrylic, dye


